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You can only have one: Rose’s caramel corn,
an ice cream cone from Jersey Junction,
or a Yesterdog. Which do you choose?
Jersey Junction for sure! I used to have a crush 
on one of the servers when I was in high school. 
She tried to give me her phone number and the 
owner intercepted the note because she wasn’t 
allowed to give away her phone number at 
work...bummer.

What was your path from East Grand Rapids
to where you are now in life?
I moved back to the Grand Rapids area after 
graduating from Albion College with a B.A in
International Studies during the Great Recession. 
I bounced around to diff erent odd jobs until I
decided to go into business for myself. I started 
a commercial and residential moving company
with $0 and zero experience (Big Lake Movers).

What specifi c thing did you learn in East
that has enabled you to be successful?
Setting high expectations. I feel like I was expected 
to succeed every day in the classroom, in sports 
and in life in general at East. 
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What were you like in school?
I was a friend for all! I was extremely social. 
I was co-captain of the wrestling and cross 
country teams.

Did you have a favorite teacher or class?
This is the hardest question so far because I had a 
lot of great teachers. I loved Janet Tombre because 
she was cool and importantly a great teacher. 
Her classes were never stressful regardless of the 
assignment because she’s a great communicator.  

What do you know now that you wish you’d 
known then?
Nobody’s got it better than East. The community 
and alumni support is second to none. 

If you had to choose one moment in one
location to serve as the signature moment of 
your East school experience, what would it be?
When I was in high school, the wrestling team 
managers (girls) gave me the fi rst ever Team 
Flirt award at a team banquet in front of all 
the parents! I was somewhat embarrassed but 
everybody thought it was very funny.
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As you look through this publication, you’ll fi nd heroes from all around 
our neighborhood. Brian Schwartz, who leads the Foundation as president 
of our board. Brian Ellis, who along with Natalie Benecker served as 
co-chair of the Foundation’s Now&Forever campaign. Nick Adamy, 
who volunteers his time as treasurer of the Foundation. Heroes all. 
Every name you see on our list of donors is a hero, too. Every single one 
decided that we need to share responsibility for our world. They saw 
the need to support our students and our schools by supporting public
education and the everyday heroes—the teachers, staff , administrators, 
parents and families— who make it work for all of us. 

To all of you, I say: I consider you heroes. Thank you!

Amy Stuursma
Executive Director
East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility.
It’s easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my community,

not my world, not my problem.’ 
Then there are those who see the need and respond.

I consider those people my heroes.”
— Fred Rogers

VIRTUAL CUP OF COFFEE 
Mach Makuei ’04
Mach Makuei was born in Sudan during the deadly Sudanese civil 
war. After spending time in a United Nations refugee camp in 
Kenya, he and his sister and brother reached the United States. 
Mach graduated from East in 2004 and from Albion College 
in 2008. An entrepreneur at heart, today Mach runs Big Lake 
Movers, a residential and commercial moving company with 
locations in Grand Rapids, Holland, and Kalamazoo.

Do you stay in touch with many
people from East Grand Rapids?
Yes, I stay in touch with friends from East.
I play fl ag football with a couple East graduates
every Thanksgiving.

What advice do you have for young
East alums who are just starting out?
Don’t forget about Jimmy Gerken’s legacy.
Empathy, kindness and a loving heart are essential
in every profession. Rest In Peace, Jimmy.

Who else would you like us to have 
a virtual cup of coff ee with?
Amy (Demarest) Sweet, Nick Fisher,
Kevin Anderson

Bonus question:
What are you glad we didn’t ask you about?
Politics and why I didn’t play football in high school.

Want to read more?  Visit egrsf.org/coff ee.

Throughout this publication you’ll see QR codes. Scan them with your 
phone’s camera to see videos about grants that donors to the Foundation 
have made possible. Want a glimpse of the Tile Project the Foundation 
funded for Kabookie Week earlier this month?          SCAN HERE——>

Want to show off  how smart you are? Tell us what QR stands for
by emailing jforstne@egrps.org. But make your response quick!
The fi rst one to send the right answer wins a set of East playing cards.

QR LAUNCH
GRANT VIDEO
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Adam & Gretchen Townshend

Toby & Kim Tucker
Dick ‘72 & Kathleen ‘73 Tupper

Brett & Julie Turner
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The East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation’s Donor Roll Call recognizes those individuals, businesses and 
organizations that have supported the Foundation from January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. 
This list also includes all supporters who made a pledge to our Now&Forever campaign through December 31, 2020. 
The Foundation’s Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges all who have generously supported our mission 
through their gifts. We also thank individuals who have secured matching gifts from their employers, as well as 
the employers who have supported their employees’ generosity through matching gifts.

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | One East Supporters 
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$ 12,314,650$ 9,895,546$ 7,205,852$ 5,420,416$ 3,923,126
2019

2020

2017
2016

2018
2019

2020

2018

2017
2016

$ 401,625$ 248,145$ 202,416$ 171,690$ 160,430
2019

2020

2017
2016

2018

ENDOWMENT
VALUE

(as of December 31, 2020)

MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

Looking back at 2020, it’s hard not to think about how challenging the year has been.  For most of us, it’s the fi rst 

time we’ve collectively encountered such diffi  cult times. We’ve lived through political confl icts, economic crises, 

and natural disasters but it’s the fi rst time that we’ve lived through a global pandemic. This invisible enemy 

has challenged us all. Countries have been forced to contain a disease for which there was no immediate cure. 

There were lockdowns, an increase in joblessness, and deaths. Most of us know at least one person who’s died from 

Covid-19. We’ve all been aff ected.

But what makes our world so amazing is that despite the challenges, communities have come together. Almost a 

year ago people who could sew were making masks for family members and health care workers. Companies were 

making ventilators for hospitals. Donations to food banks became the source of hope for those who lost their 

jobs, and “local fi rst” became the rallying cry to keep small business owners afl oat.  

When I think about local fi rst, I can’t help but be overwhelmed by the generosity within our community. When 

our schools needed it most, we did it together. Whether it was a joint eff ort between the Foundation and a 

donor to purchase ultraviolet cleaning robots, the Family Food Fund, or the One East fundraising campaign 

that raised almost $490,000, we did it together.

We’ve always known that our schools were at the heart of our community. Maybe we’ve taken that for granted, but 

we learned the hard way during the pandemic that some of that sense of community can be lost. We need to get 

it back, and we will. It will happen when we can gather again for football games and concerts and plays, when we 

can walk to schools for open houses and meet up for dinner afterward.

I’m optimistic about 2021 and beyond. The vaccine is a good start and working collectively will help us to 

dig out of an awful hole. East Grand Rapids is an amazing community and I know that with the help of its citizens, 

teachers, parents, and students, we will prevail. Hindsight is 20/20 so let’s use that insight to move forward. 

Individually we are strong; together we are stronger. 

Brian Schwartz, ‘86
2020-2021 President East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation
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CLASSROOM
LIBRARIES

Remember Johnny Tremain? Of course you 
do. We all had to read it. And it’s a terrifi c 
book, but it’s not the only terrifi c book. A few 
years ago, teachers came to the Foundation 
with an idea to change the way kids read: Put 
libraries in classrooms that are full of books 
those kids want to read. It worked! Now, 
thanks to Foundation donors, elementary, 
middle and high school students have access 
to thousands of terrifi c books right in their 
classrooms, turning kids into lifelong readers.

Gaslight
giveback

Donors get the tax benefit.
Restaurants get the income.
Students get our support.

One East check for $490,000 
presented to EGRPS

UV santitizing
robots in action

Partnering with 
local businesses

TREASURER’S REPORT
Because of the pandemic, 2020 put
unprecedented demands on the Foundation’s 
fi nancial resources. This school year, 
the Foundation will contribute nearly 
$900,000 to our schools. In an historic 
year, that represents the highest total 
ever contributed to EGRPS in a single 
school year. Thanks to prudent manage-
ment and incredible community support, 
we were able to meet those demands 
while continuing to grow the Foundation’s 
endowment.

By December 31, 2020, our endowment had
grown by more than $2 million since the 
beginning of the year to surpass $12 million.
The Foundation is financially secure, and with
continued support from the community, we 
will continue to rise to meet the growing 
needs of our East Grand Rapids Schools.

Nick Adamy
East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation
Treasurer

$ 12,314,650$ 9,895,546$ 7,205,852$ 5,420,416$ 3,923,126
2019
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2016

2018
2019

2020

2018

2017
2016

$ 401,625$ 248,145$ 202,416$ 171,690$ 160,430
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TO EGRPS
(per school year)

GRANT VIDEO
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$5,000 or more 
Anonymous
Bob & Val Bernecker *
Mark & Cathy Bissell *
Damian & Sara deGoa *
Mark ‘94 & Beth ‘92 Hoekstra *
Hank & Liesel Meijer
NPF Investment Advisors *
Zuiderveen/Dill Family Charitable Fund

$2,000 - $4,999
Scott ‘89 & Natalie ‘89 Bernecker *
Dan ‘58 & Linda Conway
Dearborn Federal Credit Union *
ERDI Partners, Inc.
Herbert ◊ & Glenna ◊ Knape
K.V. ‘02 & Jena Lacks *
Lovell Hand & Orthopedic Center *
David ‘60 & Sibley ‘62 Barrett
Diego Rojas & Lindsay Snyder
Dr. & Mrs. Larry D. Snyder 

$1,000 - $1,999
Terri Burg Amann, ‘71
Craig & Shelly Boeve
Stephen P. Chamberlain, ‘77
George & Mary Ann Coroneos
Tom ‘46 & Mickie Fox
John & Janyce Huff
The Lingwod Aguayo Family
Pam & Gary MacDougal
Chris & Michelle Rabideau
Fritz ‘62 & Karen Rasmussen ‘63 Schaefer

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Annual Fund Supporters

$500 - $999
William E. Alt, ‘70
William Boorstein
In memory of Donna Boorstein
Dan & Lynne Brown
Frederick & Kathleen Burkhart
Cynthia Conway, ‘64
Thomas M. Cook ‘62 & Carol L. Cook
Erik Daly ‘00 & Jessica Bloom ‘00
The Donohue Family
Sue Spicer Elliott, ‘65
Martin ‘58 & Debby Hale
Michael ‘63 & Sheila Hannah
Scott Keil & Kristi Kern
The Larsen Family
Jeff & Allison ‘88 Montague
Reagan Marketing + Design, LLC
George & Heidi Roberts
Buck & Judy Saunders
Steve & Mary Schwartz
Jim ‘58 & Susie ‘59 Sebastian

$250 - $499 
Jack & Mary Lou ‘51 Campbell
Todd & Amanda Chassee
Luke & Stacie Griemsman
Robert & Marie Griffin
Tia Johnson Hooper, ‘92
Mike ‘00 & Kelli Palm
Smith Roberts ‘94 & Jenny Berglund
Tim Saunders
Michael & Monica Sekulich
Jim & Mindy Seufert
Laura Strickling
Martha Teichner ‘65
Greg & Deb Weaver
Dave & Stephanie ‘79 Whitford

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Thomas Ainsworth, ‘77
Mark & Lynn Barger Elliott
Leonard & Diane Bartoszewicz
Laurie Beard
In memory of Paul Edward Beard, ‘96
Susan Billmeier
Charles & Patricia Bloom
Lorraine Boer
Ren ‘55 & Cj Brander
Dennis & Jennifer Bruce
Scott Brundage
George & Nancy Buth
Charlene Chadbourne, ‘61
Kathy & Jay Cragwall
Michael & Mary Ann Crete
Gaylen & Diane Demarest
David & Elizabeth Filkins
Carol Fisher ‘58 & Chuck Walter ‘58
Thomas Getz & Margaret Burrows-Getz
Scott & Mary Gorsline
Craig Graves
Ralph Greene, ‘57
The Halperin Family
Nancy Wasserman Horwich, ‘62
Doug & Dawn Jenkins
Judith Joseph
Michael & Sarah ‘69 Jury
Dr. Norman Keller
Richard & Laura Keye
Dick Klinkner, ‘55
The Kretovic Family
Mark G. Lang, ‘62
Philip M. Leech, ‘58
Frank S. Letherby & Anne Letherby
Stev & Dawn Lewis
Chuck & Jan Lippert
Michael & Carole McDonald
Wally Melson, ‘44
Betsy Muir, ‘84
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$20 - $99
Anonymous
Tom & Deb Ankney
Gary & Mary Sue Barnes
Marcia Beutner
Carla D. Blandford, ‘58
Janice Brander
Fred & Deb Braseth
Stuart & Rita Citron
Doris Cole, ‘55
Greg ‘99 & Kim Crane
Louise ‘69 & John ‘69 Edison
Kirk ‘85 & Kirsten Essenmacher
Gina Gabel
Denny ‘59 & MaryAnn Gray
In memory of Dr. Dan Fox ‘59 & Jim Wendell ‘59
The Hagler Family
E. J. Hunter
Amorak Huey & Ellen Schendel
Robert & Paulette Israels
In memory of Andy Lubbers, ‘92
Karyn Keenan
Andrew Lawlor
Nancy Letherby
Nick MacGeorge, ‘16
Nancy J. Massingham
In memory of Sherman H. Massingham, ‘40
Ian ‘08 & Veronica McDonald
Sharon R. McKee, ‘62
Sam ‘63 & Barb ‘64 Metcalf
Adam & Tricia Ophoff
Vince & Natalie Owen
Robert Paul
Steven ‘70 & Alicia Pestka
Andrew Preston
Robert Schermer, ‘53
Jim ‘66 & Sheryl Siegel
Peter ‘89 & Amy ‘89 Stuursma
Ty & Kathy Wessell
Beth Wilbur
Lindsey Williams
Ben ‘94 & Meg ‘97 Zerfas

MATCHING GIFTS
Amazon Smile Foundation
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
Avanade
AXA Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
Benefit Mobile
Boon Supply
CDK Global, LLC
Cigna Foundation
Dell Technologies
Delta Air Lines Foundation
Digitas Agencies
FLIR Systems
GE Foundation
Genentech, Inc.
HNI Risk Services
Medtronic Foundation
Novartis
PayPal Giving Fund
Pfizer Foundation
Salesforce.com
Steelcase Foundation
TEGNA Foundation
Total Quality Logistics
Travelers
Unist, Inc.
VMware Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Workday

* Annual Sponsor
◊ Deceased

UNITED WAY DONORS
Anonymous
Carlye Allen
Catherine Blagdurn
Steven Brinks
John Burke
Heather Carlson
Sara Edleman
Jill Fouch
Brad Freiburger
Doug Jenkins
Betsy Kratt
Anthony Morey
Tim Saunders
Eric Starck
Marjolijn van der Velde
Dean Witting, ‘80

WE THE PEOPLE
In January, as a constitutional crisis gripped the 
country, what were students on the EGRHS 
We the People team doing? Studying and 
debating the constitution, of course. Year after 
year, the Foundation helps the team attend 
competitions, including the state competition in 
Lansing and the nationals in Washington, DC. 
This year’s nationals will be virtual, but the 
team already feels connected to DC. Just 
a few days after the storming of the U.S. 
Capitol, East’s We the People team won the 
state championship. 

$100 - $249 (continued)
Linda B. Patterson
Mark & Barb Periard
Richard J. Pryce, ‘55
Jerrel K. Ralph, ‘49
Betsy & Mike Redman
Robert & Janette ‘52 Reid
Kyle & Abbey Smith
Rich & Abby Sorota
Richard & Mary Stevens
David & Donna Swigers
Larry & Lee Nelson Weber
In memory of Keeland Johns, ‘13
Charles A. Wilkinson
Steve, Kathy & Kristy ‘01 Wisniewski
Muriel D. Wolf
In memory of Richard N. Wolf, ‘50
Bruce & Michelle ‘73 Yates
Bruce C. Young, ‘74
Jack ‘77 & Jennifer ‘83 Zinser

GRANT VIDEO



Anonymous
Joe Aardema & Mary Lucas
Matt & Michelle Abraham
Ray ‘71 & Kristin Abraham
Andrea Adams
Nick & Shellie Adamy
Brian ‘97 & Sarah ‘97 Adloff
Ashley Agerson ‘97 & Julia Becker
Matt & Alyssa Albers
The Alguire Family
Matthew Allard, ‘90
Joel Allchin & Deanna Hoopingarner-Allchin
Brett & Carlye Allen
Jaret Allen, ‘16
Kyra Allen, ‘19
Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen
Mike Allen, ‘84
Steve ‘86 & Maria Allen
Terri Burg Amann, ‘71
Bryan & Molly Anderson
Chris & Leslie Anderson
Jerry & Betsy ‘76 Anderson
Kelsey Anderson
Sam & Joy Anderson
Brad & Jen ‘00 Andrzejewski
John D. Arendshorst
Shannon & Erica Armstrong
Scott  & Elizabeth Arnold
Greg & Kristi Artz
Philippe Assaf & Coeli Fitzpatrick
Mike & MariBeth Avendt
Jeff & Anita Avery
Jack & Lauren Aylsworth
Chris & Emily Backus
Wade Bagnall & Elizabeth Fausone
Todd & Carman Baines
Dave & Katie Baker
Patrick & Sarah Baker
Stephen Baker & Lucy Shair ◊
The Balon Family
John ‘75 & Kathy Jameson ‘78 Barbour
Chris & Kim Bardeggia
J. Spencer Barnes Memorial Foundation
Max ‘90 & Becky Barnes
Tony ‘87 & Gwen ‘87 Barnes
David ‘60 & Sibley ‘62 Barrett
Sam ‘19 & Ben ‘21 Basham
Jason Batts & Tami Sytsma
Nancy Batts
Holden Baudo
Bill ‘67 & Diane Baxter
Ryan & Sarah Beach
Jeremy Beard, ‘93 
Kelly & Nicole Bedore
Chris & Emily Beggs
Andrew ‘92 & Jennifer Behler
Bill & Amber Behrendt
Steve Belkin, ‘65
Michael & Stacey Bell
Pat & Marcia Bell
George & Charity Bennett
Christian & Susanne Bentley
Margaret S. Benton, ‘72
Jeffrey Bergers, ‘73
John & Pat Bergstrom
Bill ‘90 & Jenny ‘91 Bergstrom
David Berles, ‘55—
In honor of Mary Kay Berles, ‘57

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL  |  Now&Forever Campaign
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ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRPERSON REPORT
What a rollercoaster ride!
I’m talking about the ups and downs of public school funding in Michigan and in particular East 
Grand Rapids. You might be surprised to learn that I’m referring to the last several decades 
and not just the past year. 
Yes, we know we were told this past spring East Grand Rapids Public Schools would be 
facing a $2.4 million deficit because of the pandemic. We know that by the end of the 
summer those projections had significantly changed, and we know that by the fall our 
schools were facing enormous, unpredictable expenses.
We also know about the years following the Great Recession of 2008 and 2009. For seven 
years, our schools were facing deficits that were seemingly insurmountable. Each spring 
thanks to the generosity of donors and the tireless work of volunteers, we were able to 
raise the funds needed through what became our annual EGRNow! emergency fundraising 
campaigns.
So, over the course of more than twenty years of being an advocate for public education, I’ve 
seen the highs and the lows. At times, it’s been a hair-raising, unpredictable ride. Oh, and 
here’s one other thing my experience has taught me: The ride isn’t over.
That’s why we embarked on our Now&Forever fundraising campaign more than three years 
ago. We knew that we could never be totally certain of school funding from the state. We need-
ed to create a buffer— a stable, predictable source of funding that would smooth out the 
peaks and valleys of the school funding thrill ride.
Three years after the launch of Now&Forever, I’m extremely proud to say that’s exactly what 
we’ve done. After raising millions of dollars in cash donations and pledges, we’ve been able to 
grow the Foundation’s endowment to more than $12 million! Soon, the investment income from 
that endowment should provide our schools with more than half a million dollars every year, 
now and forever.
It’s already paying dividends. This school year, the proceeds from the endowment will 
provide $401,000 in support for educational programs. This would not be possible without 
the generosity of our community.
Thanks to YOU, the Foundation can help make the vagaries of school funding more 
manageable so the drops on the rollercoaster ride are less breathtaking. When we started 
the campaign, we had no idea what this year would bring, but we knew we were planning for 
the unexpected. I’m thankful for the donors and volunteers who fueled the success of 
Now&Forever, now more than ever.

Brian Ellis
Now&Forever Campaign Co-chair

Mark ‘87 & Shelly Bernecker
Bob & Val Bernecker

Scott ‘89 & Natalie ‘89 Bernecker
Matt & Erin ‘91 Bertke

John R. Bertsch, ‘61
Beusse & Porter Family Foundation

Roger & Marcia Beutner
Gail Bird

Emily Bishop
Jason & Amy Bishop

Kurt & Michele Bishop
Michael & Amy Bishop

The Bissell Family
Jim ‘75 & Sharon Blackburn

Martin & Catherine Blagdurn
Jonathan & Amy Blair

Christopher & Analisa Blakley
Chris & Laurie Blanchard
Carla D. Blandford, ‘58

Charles & Patricia Bloom
Dan & Tarah Bockheim

Lorraine Boer
John & Lindy Bolling

Brett & Kim Bolt
The Bombery Family
Meredith Bonner, ‘08

Bill Boorstein—
In memory of Donna Boorstein

Joe & Kristen Borak
Stefano & Kari Bordoli

Matthew & Jennifer Borgula
Tim & Kathy Born

Drs. James & Joan Borst
Tom & Alexis Boyden

Michael & Jennifer Boyle
Bill & Allison Braden

Shannon Brady
Mark & Amy Bragg

Todd & Bonnie Brandstadt
Benjamin & Adrianne Braun

Caroline Breault-Cannon
Mike & Bethany Bregenzer

Justin Brenneman, ‘02
Scott & Emily Brew
Rick & Pat Brewer

Brett Brinker & Heather Slay ‘89
Steve & Winnie Brinks

The Brouwers Agency, LLC
Carl & Betsy Brown
Dan & Lynne Brown

Spencer & Noelle Brown
Dennis & Jennifer Bruce

James & Kathleen Bruinsma
Scott Brundage

Patrik & Lena Brundin
Jackie Burdick
Elle Burgess

John & Bonnie Burke
Brandon & Elizabeth Burnette

Jim & Mel Burns
Kevin & Julie Burns

Sue Burns—
In memory of William J. Lee, ‘56

Dirk ‘63 & Lisa ‘76 Buth
The Butler Family

Molly Buxton
Mike ‘89 & Lisa Byam

Charles & Lucy Caldwell

Brian & Ann Callahan
Brian & Sarah Calnan

Chris & Lisa Camfferman
Carol Campbell, ‘81 

David ‘86 & Britt Campbell
Marie Canepa

Tom & Sarah Cannon
Laura Caprara, ‘85 

Cathryn Butler Carmichael ‘75—
In memory of Claudia Azkoul Walters, ‘75

David & Jodi Cary
Chad & Cherrah Casserly

Chris & Rona Caswell
Matt & Sarah Cavanaugh
Daniel & Michelle Cavera
David & Angela Chandler

Chris & Beth Chappus
Todd & Amanda Chassee

Rebecca Chavez
Nia Chen

Roger & Sue ‘65 Chittenden
Jeff & Tamara Christians

Jason & Elizabeth ‘95 Christopherson
YiJia Chu

Kestutis & Ingrid Civinskas
Adam & Kim Clark

Landon & Marissa Clark
Jennifer Clary, ‘88
Mike & Jodi Clay

Kelly Clum-Matthysse
Harry & Michele Coffill
Brian & Jennifer Coles

The Collins Family
Barbara Cone
Trina Connelly

Pat ‘91 & Nancy Connor
Carolyn Connors

Phil Conrad & JJ Loew
Andrew Conway, ‘93—

In memory of Terry ‘64 & Julie ‘89 Conway
Dan ‘58 & Linda Conway

Jeff ‘94 & Sarah ‘94 Conway
Dave ‘57 & Nancy Cook

Thomas Cook
Andrew & Rachael Cooley

Joe ‘82 & Amy Coretti
Meagan Cornett-Wright
Patrick & Jade Coulston

Scott & Kim Counts
Dave & Dori Couvreur

Ryan & Amber Cox
Brian & Jordan Craig

Greg ‘99 & Kim Crane
Crescent Floral & Gifts

Michael & Mary Ann Crete
Rick & Pam ‘88 Cross

Scott Custer
Todd & Kortne Custer

Custer, Inc.
Erik Daly ‘00 & Jessica Bloom ‘00

Dustin & Jill Daniels
Bill & Margie Darooge

Brad ‘93 & Amy Darooge
George ‘72 & Barbara Huhn ‘72 Davis

Collin & Nicole Dawes
Devin & Michelle ‘97 Day

Joe & Angie Day
Jeff & Jill Dean

Scott & Heather DeKorte
Rich & Liz ‘98 Della Croce

John & Mary Dersch
Rob & Allison DeVilbiss

Mark & Lisa DeVries
Seth & Kate DeVries

Nikolas & Karen Dicke
Jim & Steph Diepstra

Rebecca M. Dietz
David & Carol Distel—

In honor of Alec ‘15, Justine ‘16
& Caroline ‘21 Distel
Marty Ditkof, ‘75

Brad ‘88 & Kim ‘89 Ditmar
Kristine DiVita

Chris & Sommer Dockery
Cindy Oosting Dodge, ‘80

Alice Dodgson, ‘55—
In honor of the Michael Dodgson Family

Dennis & Amy Donohue
Jason & Stephanie Doublestein

Rick & Traci ‘88 Douglas
Jim & Kelly Doyle

Andrea Dudley
Robert & Linda ‘65 Dudley

Nadav & Karen Dujovny
Eric & Lindsay Dumais

Ted & Claudine Duncan
Chad & Sara Dupin

Chad & Gretchen Dutcher
Michael Dykstra & Margaret Bader
Robert & Kathleen Yukon ‘70 Eager

The Eardley Family
EGR Class of 2008
EGR Class of 2018

Gary & Suzanne Eberle
John & Steph Eckley

John ‘69 & Louise ‘69 Edison
John & Penny ‘52 Edison

Maggie Edison, ‘08
Patricia H. Edison, ‘45

The Edleman Family
Kendra Edwards

Andrea Eggert
Nnaemeka & Ngozi Egwuatu

Mary Elderkin
Kelly Eldred & Pam Stanley

Sue Spicer Elliott, ‘65
Brian ‘78 & JoAnn Ellis

Constance Ellis
Frances Ellis—

In honor of Katherine Miller, ‘05
Michael ‘80 & Lynette Ellis

Susan Ellis
Jim & Harriet Engbers

The Enriquez Family
Martha Escobar & Jens Forsberg
Kirk ‘85 & Kirsten Essenmacher

Matt & Emily Eugster
Bruce ‘56 & Peggy Osier ‘56 Fairbanks

Hank ‘63 & Marcia Fairchild
Kailey Faris

Tom & Kathryn Faturos
Dino & Katie Favale

Daniel Fechtner & Mei Mah
Ezra Fechtner
Max Fechtner

Domenic & Dee Federico

Value as of
12/31/2020ENDOWMENT

$6,428,263.87
PLEDGED TO916

DONORS

$12,314,650
◊ Deceased
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Michael & Jenny ‘87 Fee
Matt Feyen & Nicole Haglund
David & Elizabeth Filkins
Jason & Emily Fill
Jarett & Jessica Fitnich
Jeff & Katie ‘97 Flermoen
Omar & Elizabeth Flores
Ben Forstner, ‘18
Jay & Julie Forstner
Sam Forstner, ‘14
Dan & Joanne Fowler
Tom & Mickie ‘46 Fox
Lynn & Alice Francis
Sara Frank
Ashley Frayer
Charles & Julie Frayer
The Fredrickson Family
William French ‘86 & Jennifer Dawson
Campbell ‘01 & Alice Frey
David & Judy Frey
John M. Frey, ‘58 
Tripp ‘99 & Lucy Frey
Kate Frillmann
Kelly Froehlich
Dan & Shelly ‘91 Fuller
The Gabacks
Michael & Kristin Gartrell
The Gasper Family—
In honor of daughters Elli & Naya
Christy Gast
Andre & Kristen Gauri
Ted & Mary Louise Gedra
Pakky & Lauren Gerkin
Tom Getz & Margaret Burrows-Getz
Casey & Nancy Gillespie
Kevin & Katie Gingras
Sasko & Danche Gjorgijevski
Craig & Rosalie Glowney
Rick & Carol Godfrey
Meg Goebel, ‘75

Parin & Liz Gohel
Sean & Stacey Goodman

Tom & Kristin Gootjes
Tim & Emily Gorashko

Chad ‘84 & Jennifer Gould
Doris Cole Goyette, ‘55

Jim Grabow
Bill & Linda Graham

Helen Fairbanks Graham, ‘81
Justin Gray & Carrie Walton

John & Deanna Green
Joshua & Kristy Greenberg

Ralph Greene, ‘57 
Thomas & Carrie Greenway
Jonathan & Jennifer Greer
Katherine Ford Gregg, ‘77

Sharon Gremel
Kristin Griffith

Martin ‘90 & Erin ‘90 Grin
Dale & Linda Grogan
Christopher Gutek

Mike & Worth Hages
The Hagler Family
David & Jenny Hall

David & Elizabeth Hamm
Marcia Hammerslag, ‘53 
Brian & Karey Hamrick

Michael ‘63 & Sheila Hannah
Lynn Happel

Michelle Harper
Bill Harris & Gloria Trent

Stuart ‘75 & Eleanor Hartger
Greg & Jane Hazle

Andy & Peggy Head
Jack & Lisa Healey

Glenn Hefner & Silvia Garbagni
Paul & Kerry Hegele

Lee & Linda Hegstrand
David & Nancy Hejna

Boyd & Jane Henderson

Betsy Hall Herberick, ‘75
 Mark & Tina Hessler

Gerry & Nancy Hickey
Brian & Marissa Hicks

Chris & Beth Hill
Mary Hillyard

Michael & Metka Hingson
Tom & Sue Hoane—

In memory of Jon Hoane, ‘88
David & Kim Hoekstra

Mark ‘94 & Beth ‘92 Hoekstra
Mike & Stephanie Hoekstra

Dirk Hoffius, ‘61
Mark ‘81 & Lisa Hoffman
David & Susan Hojnacki
Peter & Allison Houlihan

Amorak Huey & Ellen Schendel
John & Janyce Huff

Travis Hughes
Laura Huizenga, ‘76—

In honor of Kenneth Maatman
Gary & Cindy Humphries
Stuart & Shannon Hunt
Brad & Karen Hunter

E. J. Hunter—
In honor of Megan Miller 

John Hunting, ‘49
Jen Hutchings

Justin & Allison Hutt
The Joel & Shannon Iakiri Family

Margaret P. Idema, ‘67
Fil & Elizabeth Iorio

Win ‘65 & Kyle ‘70 Irwin
Graham ‘94 & Sara Irwin
Jason & Katie ‘96 Israels

Mike ‘54 & Roberta Jacobson
Robert Jacobson, ‘89 

Mark & Lauren Jacoby
Janae Janca

Doug & Dawn Jenkins

Aaron & Nikki Johnson
Erik & Lisa Johnson

Gerri Johnson
Grace Johnson

Andy & Mary Johnston
Tim & Lori ‘79 Johnston

Julian & Judith Joseph
Kevin & Patty Kabat

Steve & Joee Kam
David & Nancy ‘75 Kammeraad

Glenn Karpf & Andi Owen
Nancy Kast

Peter & Heidi Kattula
Thomas Kawel

Mary Ann Keeler ◊
Mike & Sue Keil

Keil Lasik Vision Center
Norman Keller—

In honor of Scott Mitton
Dennis Kellermeier & Barbara Jourdan

Sean & Jenelle Kelsch
John & Jessica Kemppainen

Chris Kenward
Chad & Paula Kerr

Theresa Keyes
Dave & Jenny Khorey—

In memory of Candy Prevette
Tom ‘71 & Vicki ‘70 Kimball

Erika King & Robert Beasecker
Allison H. Kinney

Bob ‘82 & Sue Kirchgessner
Brad & Michelle Kirk

Chip & Elizabeth Kleinheksel
Richard Klinkner, ‘55
Chris & Amy Knape

Herbert & Glenna Knape—
In memory of Teddy Knape, ‘03

Mike & Megan Knuble
Allison Koetsier

Derrick & Karen Kooistra

Kelli Kopen & Chris Calhoun
Chad & Andrea Koster
Rob ‘84 & Julie Kowalewski
Kenneth & Heather Krajewski
The Kratt Family
Anne Lawford Krawczak, ‘60—
In memory of the Lawford Family
Steven & Amie Jo Kreitzer
Steve & Mary ‘64 Kretschman
Melissa Krieg
Matt ‘04 & Alissandra ‘04 Kruer
Christian ‘84 & Susan Krupp
Nicholas ‘00 & Layla ‘00 Kuhl
Katie Kuiper
Stephen & Jamie Kusmierczak
Tom & Sally ‘85 Kyros Family
Brad ‘94, Kotoe & Julie Laackman—
In honor of Bonnie Laackman
Heidi Lacks, ‘07
Kurt ‘02 & Jennifer Lacks
Kurt ‘73 & Lori ‘76 Lacks Family—
Jennifer Andrzejewski ‘00,Kurt V. Lacks 
‘02, Katherine Tracy ‘05, Heidi Lacks ‘07
Brad & Susan Laffrey
Robert & Lucy Lafleur
Kathy Muir Laidlaw,  ‘59—
In memory of Bill Muir, ‘54 
Holly Lampen
Jill Lampen 
Maria Laneuville
The Lang Family
Lindsey Lantz
Katherine Larson
Dale & Shirley Lausch
Tony & Heather Lawrence
Philip M. Leech, ‘58
Lucas & Joni Leete
Larry ‘65 & Mettie Metcalf ‘65 Leigh
Andrea Leistra
Joe & Katy Levan

Bob ‘73 & Susan Levine
David & Stacey Levitt
Greg & Tracey Lewis

Richard & Heather ‘92 Lewis
Stev & Dawn Lewis

Tim Lewis, ‘82
Chuck & Jan Lippert

Blakeslee Benjamin Lloyd, ‘61
Mike & Kathy ‘74 Lloyd

James ‘55 & Barbara Logie
Casey ‘03 & Jami Longo

Chris & Sharon Longstreth
Scott & Elisabeth Loos

Mark & April Lothschutz
Dr. F. Raymer & Susan Lovell—
In honor of the 3 Lovell children and

6 Lovell-Turner grandchildren
Randy ‘88 & Lisa Lovell

The Lowe Family
Paul & Elizabeth Luce

Jurgen & Becky Luders
Dick◊ & Genie Lyman

Judson ‘71 & Lynn Lynch
Doug & Stacey Maas

James MacDonald ‘81 & Kit Yoon
MacDougal Family Foundation

Gary & Pamela MacDougal
Randy & Marcia MacGeorge

Paul & Rosanne ‘83 Mack
Bill & Amy Mackay

Jeff ‘91 & Shannon MacKeigan
John & Rosemary MacKenzie
Jo Ann Monger Maentz, ‘56

Matt Mahoney & Melissa Conway
Donald Malcolm & Jean Magolan

Judie Malec
The Malewitz Family
Raj & Marta Malviya

Leena Mammen
Alan & Hope Margherio

Ryan & Beth Marin
Lynne Boyles Marino, ‘77

Matt & Amy Marlow
Bill & Melissa Marsh

Matt & Christine Martin
Rebecca Martin

Scott & Becky Martin
Hezi & Ilanit Marx

Darrell & PK ‘74 Mason
Benjamin ‘00 & Jessica Massie

Nancy J. Massingham
Benjamin & Sarah Masterson

Chris Matthysse
Susan McCaffrey

Larry & Julie McCahill
Patrick ‘87 & Kate McCarthy

Amy McCoy, ‘84
Audrey McDonald, ‘15
Cecelia McDonald, ‘06

Ian ‘08 & Veronica McDonald
James McDonald, ‘12

Michael & Carole McDonald
Pierce McDonald

Richard & Noel McGarrity
KC & Pattie McGovern

Terry McIlhargey
The McInerney Family

Matt & Katie ‘93 McIntosh
Andy & Mandy McIntyre
Kevin & Nancy McIntyre

Kerry McKee
Heather McKinney-Rewa

Jim ‘81 & Susan ‘82 McLain
John & Jen McMahon

Paul & Laura McMahon
Steve & Jenny McMahon
Chris & Michele Meader

David ‘57 & Linda ◊ Mehney
Hank & Liesel Meijer

John & Jane ‘79 Meilner

Spencer ‘07 & Kaitlin ‘07 Merpi
Sam ‘63 & Barb ‘64 Metcalf
Randy & Hillary Meulenberg

Bob & Beth Milanowski
Anne B. Miller, ‘61

Brian & Megan Miller
Lorie Miller

Matthew ‘86 & Jill Miller
Norman Stanley Miller, ‘61 

Patrick & Katherine ‘05 Miller
Pete & Liz Miller

Steve & Katie Millman
Randy & Amanda Millwood

Andrew Milnes
Joel & Melissa Mitchell

John Mitchell & Gina Ang
Scott Mitton

Jeff & Allison ‘88 Montague
Marc & Charlene Montpetit

The Moo Family
John & Ann Mooney

Whitney Moore
The Morant Family

Anthony & Polly Morey
Dave & Joy Morgan

James & Carolyn Morse
Steve ‘95 & Rhiannon Morse

Jim & Courtney Moskal
Betsy Muir, ‘84

Dave & Sara Mulder
Kristine S. Mulder, ‘71 

Todd & Kelli Mulderink
Elisha Murphy

Patrick & Jean-Marie Murphy
Paul Murphy & Leigh Eicke
Brian ‘93 & Kristie Murray

Honorio Valdes Murua & Tina Murua
Dean & Lisa Nargi

Paul & Valerie Nelson
Bob & Ellen Nelson

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Now&Forever Campaign (continued)

MIDDLE SCHOOL
INNOVATION LAB

What if you gave kids the tools they 
need to innovate? What if you taught 
them to code and program machines? 
What if you offered them hands-on 
experience with the technology that 
drives our world? Grants from the 
Foundation for the Middle School 
Innovation Lab have done exactly 
that. The kids are taking it from there.

◊Deceased ◊Deceased

GRANT VIDEO
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Marjorie Neubig ◊ 
The Newsom Family
The Nguyen Family
Jack Nichols
Jamie & Venta Norris
NPF Investment Advisors
Tom & Diane Northway
John S. O’Brien, ‘75
Joe ‘72 & Britt ‘86 O’Malley
Isidore & Cary Okoro—
In memory of Ruth Corrine Hammer
Scott & Lindsay Olsson
Mike & Cathy ‘86 Oosse
Jack ‘56 & Margie ‘56 Oosting
Onder & Carol Ors
The Orsini Family
Colin & Leanne Osborne
John & Ellen Osterhart
Lance & Kim Owens
Kris Pachla & Anne Marie Carson
Tracy Packard
Don & Melissa Padgett
Chris & Joan Panopoulos
Brett & Dana Parent
Matt & Kerry Parent
Aaron & Bess Paskvan
Glenna Paukstis, ‘55—
In memory of Jimmy Gerken
Howard & Stacy Paul
Robert Paul
Scott Peelen, ‘76
Scott & Pam Penney
Elliot Pennington & Jennifer Wolf
Andrew & Alison Peot
Mark & Amy Pereira
Mark & Barb Periard
Dan Persinger & Claire Whitman
Steve ‘70 & Alicia Pestka
Ryan & Katrina Peters
James & Stephanie Phelps

Kevin & Leslie Philipps
Joerg & Katharina Picard

Steve & Joanne Platt
Todd & Kelly Plawinski

Ken & Shannon Pontius
Jim & Amy Pouillon

John Preston & Melissa VanderZyden
Tim ‘00 & Susan Price
Mark & Becky Pullen

Steven Putt & Cheryl Van Til
The Pyper Family

Chris & Michelle Rabideau
James Racinowski ‘00 &

Madonna Saia Racinowski
Cheryl Radecki

The Raines Family
Jerrel K. Ralph, ‘49

Mark & Lisa ‘93 Rapoport
Muhammad Rasoul &
Sabina Hubjer-Rasoul
The Ratchford Family

Michael Reagan
Mike & Betsy Redman
Greg & Carolyn Reese

Beth Reid
Mike & Trish ‘89 Reid
Randy & Kris Renker

Ryan & Whitney Renner
Phil & Deb Rewerts

Robert ‘49 & Margaret Rice
Brian & Meg ‘93 Richards 
Paul ‘70 & Susan Richards

Rachel Ries
Brian & Bridget Rieth
David & Molly Rizor

George & Heidi Roberts
Karl & Stacy Roberts
Larry & Sally Robson

Steve ‘80 & Amy Rockwell
Kelsi Rode

The Rogers Family
Robert & Cassandra Rood

Lisa M. Rose
Rusty & Laura Ross

Al & Kim Rossi
Michael & Betty Roth

Ed & Ann Roubal
Jeff & Lisa Royce

Dennis L. Ruffin, ‘57 
Peter & Jessica Ruppert

Guillermo & Bridget Sanchez
Jim & Rory Sanford

Buck & Judy Saunders
Tim Saunders

Cynthia Savara, ‘75 
Bill & Barb Saxton

Jeff Schad & Marilyn Lankfer
Matt ‘90 & Diana Schad

Tim & Cindy Schad
Henry “Fritz” ‘62 & Karen ‘63 Schaefer—

In honor of Mr. Bert Froysland,
beloved EGR English teacher

Bruce & Marti Scherpenisse—
In honor of their children & grandchildren

Shelley Schmidt
Annie Schmieder

John & Judy Schneider
Bill & Shelly Schram

Matthew & Margaret Schulte
Gary & Lorna Deaver ‘72 Schultz 

Joel & Julie Schultze
Andy & Kateri Schutt

Brian Schwartz ‘84 & Elizabeth Welch ‘88
Mark Schwartz

Steven & Mary Schwartz
James ‘87 & Deb Sears
Rob ‘81 & Julie Sears—

In honor of Rachel, Sophie & Sam Sears
John ‘63 & Prim ‘64 Sebastian

Mike Sebastian, ‘65

Amna Seibold, ‘75
Michael & Monica Sekulich

Brian & Racqel Self
Jim & Mindy Seufert
The Seyferth Family

Nancy B. Seymour, ‘62
Tom & Kris Shannon

Bob Shapton & Mary Reagan Shapton
The Sharpe Family
Mary Ann Sheline

Tim & Ann Sheridan
The Sherman Family
Rick & Stacy Shorey

Sherri Norian Shovers, ‘75
Andrew & Tamara Shreiner
Mark ‘76 & Lisa ‘76 Shuart

Greg & Sara Shubel
Jon & Gretchen Siebers
Jim ‘66 & Sheryl Siegel

Todd Sippel & Angela Dahl
Phil & Beth Skaggs
Brent & Diane Slay

Aaron ‘93 & Jill Smith
Allan, Melissa, Keaton ‘17

& Halsey ‘19 Smith
Christopher & Kelli Smith

Danielle Smith
David Smith ‘63 & Peggy Child ‘64

Jason & Latchezara Smith
Jay & Helen Smith—

In honor of Amy Stuursma, ‘89
Bob & Colleen Smith

Sara Smolenski &
Linda Burpee ‘74

Diana Snoeyer
Dave Snyder, ‘86—

In honor of all past & current students
Stephanie Socie

Rich & Abby Sorota

Daniel Spear
John & Nikki Speer—
In honor of Carlye Allen
Sean ‘94 & Anna Sperling
Charles Spies, ‘91 
Jenell Spindle
Thomas Stankewicz
Joe & Jill Stankowski
Eric & Sarah Starck
Matthew & Jennifer Stares
Albert & Joan Stauffacher—
In memory of Irma Grace Stauffacher
Janet L. Stauss ‘65 Trust
Susan Stearns— In memory of Linda Kehm
Andrew & Pamela Steers
John & Katie ‘98 Stein
Martin & Rachel Stein
John & Jennifer Steiner
KASOE Steiner Family
Brian ‘96 & Amy Steketee
Brian Sterling & Carla Boyd
Richard & Mary Stevens
Clay ‘89 & Kris Stiffler
Karen Henry Stokes
Jim & Ashley Storms
George & Monica Stover
Tim & Sarah ‘97 Straveler
Dale Streeter
Scott & Angela Stropkai
Dale & Sharon Stubbs
Karen Steffensen Sturges, ‘58
Jim & Ann Stuursma
Peter ‘89 & Amy ‘89 Stuursma
Judy Subar
Tim & Karen ‘86 Sullivan
Mary Sunshine, ‘75 
Keith & Meghan Swayman
Stacey Szczepanski
Eric & Stacey Tanner
Charles ‘58 & Joyce Tappan

Paul & Beth Taylor
Will & Kelli Templeton
Michael & Liz Terhorst

Chris & Teri Tesseris
Corey & Stephanie Thelen

Peter & Lisa Theut
Nick & Amy Thole

Andy & Kate Thomas
Charley ‘87 & Janine Thompson

Winona Tinholt
The Tippett Family

Todd & Mary ‘90 Tjoelker
Hannah Tobin

Mark & Marsha Tompkins
Stevee Tompsett

Rock ‘56 & Kathy ‘58 Tonkel
Jeff & Julie Towner

Tom & Amy Townsend
Adam & Gretchen Townshend
Dick ‘72 & Kathleen ‘73 Tupper

TJ & Sarah Turnage
Brett & Julie Turner

Steve & Denise Twinney
Dan & Anna Tyrer

Charles Ulrich & Laurie Dahlstrom
Lisa Valanty

The Van Dis Family
Alice Van Ess

Owen Van Winkle
Kevin Vance

Tanya Vanden Bosch
Chris VandenBerg ‘74 & Betsy Neubig

Shirley A. VandenBerg
The Vander Molen Family

Brian VanderBee
Nicole Vanderplow

Richard & Debra VanderZyden
Chris & Sarah VanDeven
Nate & Keri VanDrunen

Bradley & Julie VanHoose

The Vanorden Family
Aaron & Jennifer VanZee
Nick & Amanda Velting

Fernando & Katie Vicente
Edward & Caitlin Volovlek

Scott ‘90 & Marni ‘90 Vyn
Trent R. Wadsworth

Breanna Wagenmaker
Jim Walker

Strick & Leanna Walker
The Walson Family

Bryan & Angie Walters
Damian & Deanne Walters
Thomas C. Wanty III, ‘77
Elizabeth Warnshuis, ‘75
Mark & Wendy Wassink
Kyle & Kristin Watson

Mary K. Weadock
Tim & Lisa Weaver

Scott & Jennifer Webb
Craig & Carmen Weigel
Eric & Courtney Weiler

Carlos O. Weiss
Jim ‘85 & Susan Weiss—

In memory of Susan Emmons Nolan, ‘85 
Brad Welch, ‘91 

Charles B. Welch, ‘05
James & Jane Welch Foundation

Virginia M. Welch, ‘65
Dan & Lynee Wells

Eric & Leah Wendling
John H. Wert

Ty & Kathy Wessell
Chris & Jodi Westgate
George Whinery, ‘66
Ben & Emily White

Steve & MeiLi Wieringa
Matt & Erica Wikander

Charles Wilkinson—
In memory of Patricia Wilkinson

Casey & Lindsey Williams
Douglas & Andrea Williams

Kyle Williams & Vanessa Bradley
Matt & Trish Williams

Mike & LeeAnne Williams
Neil & Dawn Williams

Andy & Erin Winkel
Charlie Winslow & Judy Sopeland

Alex & Julie ‘96 Wiseman
The Wisniewski Family

Dean ‘80 & Nell Witting
Steve & Stacey Wojciechowski

Muriel D. Wolf —
In memory of Richard N. Wolf, ‘50

Bob ‘92 & Tracy Wolford
Robert & Susan Wolford

Dave & Jan Wollet
John Wondergem

John & Patty Woodhouse
Robert C. Woodhouse, Jr., ‘72

John Woods
Laura Woolford

Douglas & Tamara Wurl
Eric & Kathy Wynsma

Seth Yanik & Sherry Sharrard
Peter ‘79 & Lynn Yardley

Chris & Janice Yates
Bruce C. Young, ‘74 

Sarah Youngs
Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey

Michael & Kathy Zago
Bryant & Marcia Zanko

Amy Zdravecky
Joe & Katie Zemaitis

Ben ‘94 & Meg ‘97 Zerfas
Kyle & Gloriana Zimdar

Brad & Fleur Zylstra

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Now&Forever Campaign (continued)

GRANT ME
INGENUITY

SCIENCE
OLYMPIAD

An academic track meet. That’s how 
Science Olympiad is described. All these 
different events happening at different 
times in different parts of the facility, but 
in each one, you have a group of students 
putting their talents and training to the 
test. Instead of the 400, the 1500, and the 
high jump, you have Disease Detectives, 
Dynamic Planet, and Boomilever. Donors 
to the Foundation helped start the East 
Grand Rapids Science Olympiad program, 
and now it’s off and running.

◊Deceased

GRANT VIDEO
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2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Memorial Gifts

CHUCK ANDREWS, ‘57
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77
Susan Andrews, ‘59

David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles
Bill & Kathy ‘59 Laidlaw

GEORGE BARCHESKI
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

TED BURBA, ‘60
The Conways— Cynthia ‘64, Greg ‘87 

Amy, Terri ‘11, Jack ‘15 & Andy ‘93

JACK CLARY
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

Barbara Cone
Lynne Boyles Marino, ‘77

PETER CORONEOS, ‘96
Jeffrey & Mary Jo Anderson

Nicki, Dave, Sophie & Josie Bassett
Janice Brander

Roseanna Bruchmann
Mary Ann Cheney

Barbara Cone
George & Mary Ann Coroneos
Laura Coroneos ‘88 & Family

The DeBoode Family
Margie & Bill Darooge

Joy DeBoer
Jay & Cary Dembinsky

Ryan Dembinsky ‘96 & Family
Dick & Betsy DeVos Family Foundation

The Dewey Family
Carl Failor

Gordon Grevenstuk
Carolyn Grin

Bob & Diane Hall
Barbara Hohman

Jay Jensen

PETER CORONEOS, ‘96 (continued)
Tom & Margy Jones

Danielle Hootnick Kaufman & Family
Douglas & Susan Keegstra

Don & Ann Kelley
Chris, Kristin, Madeline & Adrienne Kvaka

Steve & Debbie Locke
Dave Mehney, ‘57
Sharon L. Moore
The Nash Family

Bob & Ellen Nelson
Chris & Joan Panopoulos

Linda Patterson
Earl & MaryFran Payson

Julie Ridenour, ‘70
Alwyn & Christine Rougier-Chapman

Mark & Sharon Ryan
Dan & Sue Saganski 

Carl Schock
David ‘68 & Bette ‘68 Sebastian

Constance Shelsky
Elana Margulies Snyderman

Wendy Stock
Peter ‘89 & Amy ‘89 Stuursma

Sue & Mick Taylor
Candace Titus

Dennis & Carroll Velie
Tom Walker & Judy Freeman

Doug & Maryln Walton
Bill ‘56 & Pat Waring

Amie Livingston Wendt
Jennifer Wick

Susan Wittenbach, ‘64
Ivars & Susan Zadvinskis

JIM FORREST, ‘60
Lou ‘64 & Carol ‘64 Murray

MATT FOUCH
Breton Downs Elementary School

John ‘69 & Louise ‘69 Edison
EGR Hockey Boosters

Jill Fouch
Jim ‘90 & Lisa Samra
Ty & Kathy Wessell

HANK GIGNAC, ‘76
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

JIM HEERINGA
Bob & Val Bernecker

RUSSELL (RUSTY)
WALLACE HOOK III, ‘61 

Martheen ‘44, Tom ‘77 & Ginny ‘73 Wanty

MONICA JOHNSTON
Barbara Cone

DICK KENNEDY
Michael & Monica Sekulich

TOM KING, ‘61
Lou ‘64 & Carol ‘64 Murray

EDDIE LAMPTON, ‘95
Jeanine Dailey, Nancy Gaskell,
Nancy Letherby & Faye Miles

FRANK LETHERBY
David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles

Mike ‘72 & Nancy Brann
Martha Chalmers

Rod & Shonnee Day
Nancy Gaskell
Suzanne Green
Andrea Haidle

Nancy Letherby
Frank S. Letherby & Anne Letherby

Mike & Faye Miles
Roberta Wadel
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DAVID MACDONALD
Anonymous
Eric Barron

Amy M. Betti
Barbara Cone

Michael ‘74 & Debbie ‘74 Bart
Stu & Jean Erbentraut

Ed Farrell, ‘81
Jake, Tim & Tom Flaitz

Marcia Hammerslag, ‘53
Gerry & Betty Hornik

Becky Lovell, ‘81
The William MacDonald Family

Paul & Rosanne ‘83 Mack
Bruce Miller & Jennifer Kim

Jim & Carolyn Morse
Tom ‘81 & Kelly Nachtegall

Reno Ravindran
Nung Rigor

Susan Szemeredi
Doug & Anne Turnquist

BILL MCCLIMANS
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

LINDA MEHNEY
Alan ‘66 & Debbie Abraham

Peter & Anne Adams
Denis and Brigitte ‘60 Alix

Larry ‘57 & Susan ‘59 Allaben
Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen

Susan Andrews, ‘59
Lynn Bardo
Nancy Batts
Jane Becker

David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles
Berman Bedding, Inc.
Bob & Val Bernecker
George W. Beverly
Dave & Carrie Boer  

LINDA MEHNEY (continued) 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bohlander

Bradford & Julia Boss
Florence Bouwman
John & Janet Boyles
Jim & Donna Brooks

Robert Browne
Barry & Kim Bruce

Jeff Byam, ‘93
Robert Byram

Chuck & Lucy Caldwell
Roger & Lee Clark

Barbara Cone
Andrew Conway ‘93 &

Karen Frakie Doletzky, ‘93
Cynthia Conway, ‘64

Dave ‘57 & Nancy Cook
James & Deborah Cook

Patrick & Rosalyn Cwayna
Richard ‘57 & Patricia Dunwell

John & Penny ‘52 Edison
EGR Class of 1988 

Brian ‘78, JoAnn & Susan Ellis
The Michael ‘80 & Lynette Ellis Family

Bill & Cathy Finn
Mike Fishman, ‘56
Bill & Mary Ford

Brien & Tiffany Fox
Happy Fox, ‘63

The Tom ‘46 & Mickie Fox Family
Ginny Franks

David & Judy Frey
John Frey, ‘58
Twink Frey, ‘56

James & Carol Gehrke
Rick & Carol Godfrey

Craig Graves
Carolyn Grin

John & Sandra Hatch
Libby Headrick, ‘57

LINDA MEHNEY (continued) 
Bill & Sue Hendrick
Elizabeth Henry, ‘87

John ‘51 & Gwen Hibbard
Kent & Kim Hildebrand
Bill & Carolyn Hineline

Katie McMaster Hocking
Earl & Donnalee Holton

Robert Hooker
Allen ‘46 & Helen Hunting

Win ‘65 & Kyle ‘70 Irwin
Chuck & Donna Jenkins

Chuck ‘57 & Carol Jennings
Tom & Margy Jones

Janice Kirchgessner, ‘54
Wally & Becky Knack
Carl & Nancy Kreitler

Bill & Kathy ‘59 Laidlaw
Dale & Shirley Lausch
James & Helen Law

Jean Laxton
Sherrill Livernois
Lost Tree Club

Dick & Jackie Loynd
Arend & Nancy Lubbers
Darrell & PK ‘74 Mason

Kim Mastenbrook
J. Kemper Matt
Terry McIlhargey

Lucinda Stuart McKinnon, ‘88
Thomas McMaster

Hank & Liesel Meijer
The Meijer Family—

Lena, Hank, Doug and Mark
David & Kim Moorhead
Jim & Carolyn Morse

Lou ‘64 & Carol ‘64 Murray
Jim & Mary ‘63 Nelson

The Nichols Family
Jack & Barbara Nicklaus

Alan Otis

LINDA MEHNEY (continued) 
Andrew Palmer, ‘88

Robert & Gretchen Partridge
Linda Patterson

Ginny Peters
John ‘74 & Stephanie Pew

Joe Popiel
The Rhino Group, Inc.
Larry & Sally Robson

Jack ‘57 & Lija Romence
Nicole Ross

Gretchen Schaefer
Tim & Barbie Schowalter

Jim ‘58 & Susie ‘59 Sebastian
John ‘63  & Prim ‘64 Sebastian

Shilston & Associates
Peter ‘89 & Amy ‘89 Stuursma

Clark, Donna, Michele & CJ Suchovsky
Chuck & Lill Thompson

Candace Titus
Kyle Travis

The Turmelle Family
W. Michael & Kathryn Van Haren

Dennis & Carroll Velie
Don ‘57 & Helene ‘57 Vidro

James ‘56 & Marcia Vogt
Bill Weick

James & Brenda Westbury

PETER SECCHIA
Jim Hill

Peter ‘89 & Amy ‘89 Stuursma 
Rock ‘56 & Kathy ‘58 Tonkel

JUDY GAMBLE SHEPPARD, ‘54
Janice Kirchgessner, ‘54

WAYNE SIMON
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

DAVE STICKNEY
David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles

SUE THOITS
Martheen ‘44, Tom ‘77 & Ginny ‘73 Wanty

MARCIA E. TONKEL,  ‘57
Libby Headrick, ‘57

Sam ‘63 & Barb ‘64 Metcalf

DAVID VER MEULEN, ‘72
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

GREG WILLIAMSON, ‘96
Tom & Sue Hoane

JEAN WHYTE WILSON, ‘57
Dave ‘57 & Nancy Cook

ROB WISNIEWSKI, ‘04
Steve, Kathy & Kristy ‘01 Wisniewski

ELLEN MOSER WITTKOWSKI, ‘56
Rock ‘56 & Kathy ‘58 Tonkel

GLEN YOUNG, ‘55
Ray ‘55 & Arlyss Becker

David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles
Richard & Nancy Brebner
Gerard & Christine Cole

Libby Headrick, ‘57
Ray & Susan Lovell

Steve & Brenda Lyons
L. Roland & Marjorie Roegge

Wake Forest friends of his daughter Krista—
Cindy Freed, Moira Davis,

Lillian Stokes, Tracie Dellinger,
Stephanie Welton, Lori Mann,

Susie Broecker Hanson

PARAEDUCATORS
Thanks to the money raised through last 
summer’s One East fundraising drive, the 
Foundation was able to help bring back 
elementary paraeducators in a new, improved 
way. The new Elementary Interventional 
Paraeducator (EIP) program serves students
at every grade level at all three elementary
schools. EIP is one example of how the 
$490,000 raised through One East is helping 
restore, add and maintain programs and 
educational supports this school year. See 
for yourself!GRANT ME

ASSISTANCE

GRANT VIDEO



Jason Albaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlotte Borden
Carolynne Allaben . . . . . . . . The Borden Family
Kaelynn Benham . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellie Brandstadt
Shelly Boeve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Primo Self
Kristen Borak . . . . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family
Jim Borst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Lime & Family
Holly Brownley . . . . . . .Brad & Andrea Hecksel
Elle  Burgess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Primo Self
Nia Chen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jayna Conway
Michelle Day  . . . . . . Gary & Mary Sue Barnes
Stephene Diepstra . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Jeff Dykhouse . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Hart Bardeggia
Maggie Edison . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
EGRPS Lead Team  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 EGRPS Board of Education Members
Mary Elderkin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Peter Faber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Sara Frank . . . . . . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family
Tom Glendening . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Lori Goins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Stacey Goodman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cai Lewis
Shelly Gullett . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Hart Bardeggia
Michelle Harper . . . . . . . . David Lime & Family
Jane Hazle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Frillmann
Mary Hillyard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Addie Lewis
Adam Horos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Serafiina Ege
Janyce Huff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Janae Janca  . . . . . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family
Lori Johnston  . . . . . . . . . . . . The Borden Family
 The Stuursma Family
Tim Johnston  . . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
Tommy Kawel . . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
Lakeside 5th Grade Team .The Brandstadt Family
Holly Lampen . . . . . . . .Drew & Mikey Wolford
Lindsey Lantz . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Hart Bardeggia

Kristen Lecours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellie Brandstadt
Marissa Lehman  . . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Erik Lundeen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlotte Borden
Socorro Mercado-Blackport  . David Lime & Family
Katie Michell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lime Family
Katherine Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlotte Borden
Megan Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E. J. Hunter
Tracy Packard . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Hart Bardeggia
 Mikey Wolford
Matthew Putnam  . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Cheryl Radecki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Megan Conway
 Peter Wolford
 The Hoekstra Family
Katie RietKerk . . . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
Kelsi Rode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family
Cassandra Rood . . . . . . . . . . . Ava Hart Bardeggia
Tim Saunders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cai Lewis
Linda Sawade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fifth Grade Class
Brett Scheidel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellie Brandstadt
Stacey Sczcepanski . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family
Elizabeth Sprague . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Chris Stabile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lime Family
 Charlotte Borden
Winona Tinholt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cai Lewis
Scott Titus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlotte Borden
Scott Tompkins . . . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
Lisa Valanty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maxwell Peterson
Kevin Vance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drew Wolford
Trent Wadsworth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 EGR Performing Arts Community
Carmen Weigel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
 The Stuursma Family
Craig Weigel . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Stuursma Family
Jodi Westgate . . . . . . . . . . . . The Hoekstra Family

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Appreciation STAR Awards
Gifts to the Foundation were made to honor STARS (Staff, Teacher Appreciation and Recognition) 
in our school community. Below is the list of gifts made during 2020 recognizing a special teacher, 
staff member or school employee. Thank you to the many contributors and to the many 
outstanding staff members who make East Grand Rapids Public Schools a great place to learn!
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2020 DONOR ROLL CALL 
Honorary Gifts

Natalie Bernecker, ‘89
In honor of her service as EGRPS

Board of Education President
Anonymous

Katie Davis Billmeier
Anonymous

Susan Billmeier
Karyn Keenan

Dan Brown
Gaylen & Diane Demarest

Jennifer Bruce
Laura Strickling

EGR Alumni in the Healthcare Profession
Michael & Carole McDonald

Bert Froysland
Fritz ‘62 & Karen Rasmussen ‘63 Schaefer

Mary Hillyard 
In congratulations for receiving

the Excellence in Teaching Award
Ty & Kathy Wessell

Dave Kagan, ‘64
Amorak Huey & Ellen Schendel

Allison M. Keller, ‘84
Norman Keller

Pierce McDonald
In honor of his 2nd birthday

Michael & Carole McDonald
Carey Potter, ‘88

Steve & Mary Schwartz
Caroline Rojas

In honor of her birthday
Dr. & Mrs. Larry D. Snyder

Brian Schwartz, ‘84 & Elizabeth Welch, ‘88
Steve & Mary Schwartz

Karen Steffensen Sturges, ‘58
Martin ‘58 & Debby Hale

Amy Stuursma, ‘89
Grosse Pointe Alumni and Friends

Tom Ainsworth, ‘77
Theodor Asgeirsson & Geirlaug Magnusdottir
Richard & Cassie Axtell
Tony ‘87 & Gwen ‘87 Barnes
Sam Basham ‘19 & Ben Basham ‘21
Ann Beeney
Nancy, Brandon ‘13 & Megan Michele ‘16 Belke
Ren ‘55 & Cj Brander
Pete & Angie Buck
Brian & Sarah Calnan
The Campbell Family
Charissa Chapman
EGR Class of 1977
Dave & Dori Couvreur
Dustin & Jill Daniels
Rob & Allison DeVilbiss

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGR Family Food Fund & Gaslight Giveback Donors 
Throughout the pandemic, our community has rallied to support people in need and to help our local businesses survive. The donors 
listed below helped feed families in need and helped Gaslight Village restaurants make it through state-ordered restrictions.

$2,500 or more
Anonymous
Brightformat
Dearborn Federal Credit Union
John & Deanna Green/
 Revolution Farms
NPF Investment Advisors
$1,200 
Nick & Shellie Adamy
Joe & Katy Levan/Varnum LLP
Miller Johnson Attorneys
Valleau, VanDeven & Massie
 Dentistry for Children
Damian Walters & Associates

$600 
Martin & Catherine Blagdurn
Baudville Brands
Custer
Joel & Shannon Iakiri
KPC Packaging
Andrea Leistra & Ryan Hekman
Steve & Jenny McMahon
Reagan Marketing + Design
Brian Schwartz & Elizabeth Welch
Sean & Anna Sperling
Nick & Amy Thole
David & Leigh Vander Molen

ELEMENTARY iPADS
How long have you had your phone? 
A year? Two? How about ten? In 2011, 
a group of elementary teachers wrote 
a grant proposal for iPads to use in 
elementary classrooms and submitted 
it to the Foundation. Ten years later, 
those iPads are still used almost every 
day. And this year, more than ever, 
teachers found new ways to use them. 
All thanks to you.

John & Sara Edleman
EGRPS Board of Education Members—

In honor of EGRPS Lead Team
Amber Erickson, ‘03

Jen Firlik, ‘90
Kevin & Tracey Gort
Joel & Shannon Iakiri

Glenn Karpf, Andi Owen & Owen Karpf
Beth Kromer

Daniel Lorenz & Aletta VanderPlaat
Gary & Pam MacDougal

Michael & Carole McDonald
Andrew Milnes

Marc & Charlene Montpetit
John & Ann Mooney
Jim & Carolyn Morse

The Nguyen Family
Andrew Norden & Shanna TenClay

Sheila Pantlind, ‘61
Joerg & Katharina Picard

Aaron & Wailing Pike
Chris Rosmarin
Al & Kim Rossi

Michael & Monica Sekulich
Christopher & Kelli Smith

David Smith ‘63 & Peggy Child ‘64
Jeffrey Stearns

The Turmelle Family
Christopher & Sarah VanDeven

Damian & Deanne Walters
Matt & Laura Woolford
Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Special Events
Although we were unable to hold our Recharge spring event in person, the following individuals and organizations honored
their commitment to support the Foundation. To thank them for their commitment, they have been included in Foundation 
communications throughout the year. 

$300 
Bob & Val Bernecker
Ren & Cj Brander
Christopherson Orthodontics
Marty & Ketti Collins
Jeff & Sarah Conway
Brad & Kim Ditmar
Jeff & Katie Flermoen
GreenSquare Properties/ 
 Kathy Berles Duisterhof
David & Jenny Hall
Mark & Lauren Jacoby
Keil Lasik Vision Center
Mike & Megan Knuble
The McIntosh Family

Bob & Beth Milanowski
Matthew & Jill Miller

The Parent Family
r2 Design Group

Mike & Trish Reid
Peter & Giselle Sholler

The Sippel Family
Phil & Beth Skaggs

Scott & Lindsay Slagboom
Rich & Abby Sorota
John & Nikki Speer
Russ & Chris Visner

Wiser Contract Furniture

Event Donors
John & Lindy Bolling
Seth & Kate DeVries

Chris & Monika Fontaine
Paul & Kerry Hegele

Theresa Keyes
Rob & Monica Kimball
Brian & Megan Miller

Brian & Racqel Self
Jim & Mindy Seufert

Bill & Pat Waring
Adam & Ashley Young

Ben & Meg Zerfas

RECHARGE SPONSORS

GRANT VIDEO
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EVENT RECAP | 2020 Gerken Open
OCTOBER 5, 2020
Every year, the EGR Team Boosters and the Foundation join together for the Gerken Open at Thousand
Oaks Golf Club. The Gerken Open supports the Boosters and the Jimmy Gerken Fund, which was 
established to remember Jimmy and ensure that athletics and co-curriculars—the activities Jimmy 
loved most—remain an integral part of our students’ education. The Jimmy Gerken Fund also pays for 
student activities during Kabookie Week, keeping Jimmy’s memory alive while encouraging students 
to continue to experience personal excellence, just as Jimmy would have wanted. 

Gerken Open | WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9, 2021
Save the Date! You do not want to miss this fun event at Thousand Oaks. 
The Gerken Open supports athletics and co-curriculars through the 
Jimmy Gerken Fund and EGR Team Boosters. The Jimmy Gerken Fund 
also sponsors Kabookie Week at EGRHS. 
This year’s event is focused on bringing back the 
strength & conditioning program for the 2021-22 
school year. Help tee-off this fundraising effort by 
texting “EAST” to 41444 or scanning QR code with 
your smart phone and contribute directly!
Questions?
Contact Maria Allen at mallen@egrps.org or (616)235-3535.

Awards Dinner | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
Former EGRPS Custodial Supervisor Bruce Towne and CDR. Bill
Krissoff, MD, Medical Corps, United States Navy (Ret.), will be
the guests of honor at the Foundation’s Community Service and 
Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner.
Towne spent 23 years as an EGRPS custodian, but that doesn’t begin to 
describe the difference he made in our community. Towne’s enthusiasm,
friendliness, energy, and passion made him among the most well 
known and well loved people in town. Towne will be honored with the 
Community Service Award.
Commander Krissoff, who graduated from EGRHS in 1964, is an 
orthopedic surgeon who honored his fallen Marine son Nate in an
extraordinary way. After Nate was killed in action in Iraq, Dr. Krissoff, 
at age 60, decided to walk away from his thriving practice to join the 
United States Navy Medical Corps. He served in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan, caring for injured soldiers. Commander Krissoff will be 
presented with the Distinguished Alumni Award.
Please check www.egrsf.org for updated event information.

UPCOMING EVENTS

GERKEN OPEN SPONSORS
$1,500 
Anonymous
Beacon Hill at Eastgate
Scott & Natalie Bernecker *
BISSELL Inc. *
The Brad Ditmar Team/
 Keller Williams Realty GR East
EGR Home Collection
Fox Acura
Mark & Beth Hoekstra *
Hope Network Foundation
Lacks Enterprises, Inc. *
Lovell Hand & Orthopedic Center * 
Meijer
Miller Johnson Attorneys
NPF Investment Advisors *
Old National Bank
River City Mechanical
S. Abraham & Sons
US Golf Cars
Bob & Tracy Wolford
$750 
EGR Music Boosters

$600 
The Law Offices of
 Sean Patrick Cox, P.L.L.C.

$300 
Christopherson Orthodontics
Fredrickson Supply, LLC
geckobrands
GLT Packaging Corporation
Grand Rapids Label Co.
Growtrust Partners/
 Tim Sullivan Investment Advisor
Meg & Sommer Real Estate Team
S. Abraham & Sons
The Shreiner Family
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.
Two Men and a Truck
 Moving and Storage / GR North
Jane Zawacki/
 Greenridge Realty Gaslight Village

2020 DONOR ROLL CALL | Special Events (continued)

*Annual Sponsor

THE JIMMY
GERKEN FUND

Postponements. Cancellations. On again, 
off again. Games without fans. Players 
in masks. A six-month football season 
and a one-month hockey season. It’s 
been a year. When sports return to 
normal, though, the Jimmy Gerken Fund 
will help our Pioneers be ready to lead 
the way. Take a look at this video to 
remind yourself what sports can mean 
to our kids. Long live the Pioneers!

Event Donors
Beer City Dog Biscuits
BSN Sports
EGR Crew Team
EGR Sailing Team/
 McGovern Family
EGR Team Boosters Spirit Shop
Elite Activewear
Hope Network Foundation
Jay Forstner
MicroKickboard USA
Pet Supplies Plus
Thomas Remien
Gideon Sanders Family
Brian Schwartz & Elizabeth Welch
Gaslight Village Businesses
Big Bob’s Pizza
Blackbird East
Bowdie’s Chophouse
Crazy Charlie’s
Crescent Floral & Gifts
Foo Yen
Gaslight Family Chiropractic
Jersey Junction
José Babushka’s
Kilwins
Lolë
Pink Lemonade

GRANT VIDEO



Louise Neesley 

Thank you to the members of
the Louise Neesley Legacy Society: 

REN BRANDER, ‘55
LINDA KEHM ◊

LOUISE HITT NEESLEY ◊
MARJORIE NEUBIG ◊

PETER ◊ AND JOAN SECCHIA
RICH AND ABBY SOROTA

JANET L. STRAUSS ◊

Every donation to support
education is an investment
in the future. 
Funding school programs gives students of today and tomorrow
every opportunity to succeed. A donation made through planned 
giving takes that investment in the future one step further. 
Planned giving to the East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation
is an investment in education for generations to come. 
When individuals name the Foundation in their estate plans, 
they become part of the Louise Neesley Legacy Society.

“As a member of the East Grand Rapids community, 
Louise recognized the importance of education and

 understood the value of our schools and the impact
 the Foundation can have on our public schools.
 By making the Foundation part of her estate plan,
 Louise demonstrated her understanding of how 
important our schools are to our community.”

 —Amy Stuursma
 Foundation Executive Director

We’d be happy to talk to you about making a lasting investment 
in our community and our children’s future. If you have any 
questions about the Louise Neesley Legacy Society, or any aspect 
of planned giving, please contact  Amy at astuursm@egrps.org. 
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ALUMNI NEWS | Calling All Pioneers!
You can connect with other Pioneers through our website, www.egrsf.org/alumni. There, you’ll find alumni profiles, a growing, preliminary 
list of notable alumni, class news, and reunion information. You can also update your contact information through the site so you’ll receive 
alumni newsletters and other news. If you’re planning a class reunion, or would like help organizing one, please contact Maria Allen at 
mallen@egrps.org. And if you’re on Facebook, check out the East Grand Rapids Alumni Group. There are already nearly 1,000 members!

1939
Betty (Kennedy) Neighbors
1941
Jacqueline Deeb
1943
Philip Cornelius
1944
Marilyn (Bersie) Heibel
Anne (Goodspeed) Lewis
1945
Donald Herman
1946
Robert Steketee
1950
John Layman
1952
Charles Hoey
1952
Lawrence Post
1953
Lavonda (Helms) Heintzelman
Joyce (Baird) Clay
Frederick Sheldon
Edward Finkelstein
1954
Judy (Gamble) Sheppard
Richard Cook
1955
John Eman
Glen Young
Patricia Ayers (Chase ) Saltsman

1956
Margaret Mary “Peggy” (Osier) Fairbanks
Katherine (Aument) Aziz
Ellen (Moser) Wittkowski
1957
Charles Andrews
Marcia Tonkel
Elva Susie (Stubbs) Thomas
Charles Rood
1958
Margot (Luce) Saladino
David Wood
1959
Timothy Holt
1960
James Forrest
Theodore (Ted) Burba
1961
Donald Yaw
Russell Hook, III
Thomas King IV
1963
William Berger
Jon Muth
1965
Thomas Markus
Harvey Wahn
Mary (Libby) Child
1966
John Luton
James Lee Nass Bortell
James Singer

1967
William Bruce White
Robert Beaumont
1968
Phil Blok
Alison Mason
1970
Paul Clements
Gary Thompson
1971
Steve Liu
Michael Devine
Jayne (Abbott) Schafer
1972
David Ver Meulen
1974
Robert Becker
Douglas Davis
1976
Henry Gignac
Kellie Gantos
1978
Kenneth Keizer
1979
Sarah (Devroy) Collins
Susan (Doelle/English) Lyman
1980
Patrick Wagner
Thomas Sterling
1981
Martin Francis

1985
Andrew Heidenreich
1992
Lisa Andre
1995
Eddie Lampton III
1996
G. Peter Coroneos
1998
Christopher Blynt
2002
John C. Miles
Ian Duff
2019
Ella Thorne
2020
Chase Tasker
Harrison (Bear) Tasker
Former EGRPS
Board President
David D. MacDonald
Former EGRPS Staff
Arlene Hill
Annette Vogelsang
Martha Imrie
Ricki Chowning

GRANT ME
THE WORLD

In Remembrance
We extend our deepest condolences to the families and friends of the following alumni and former EGRPS staff who died since our 
last publication. They will be greatly missed. We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please help us stay informed by calling us 
at (616) 235-3535 or emailing to egrsf@egrps.org.

◊Deceased

INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE

IB is an international academic program 
recognized and respected by the world’s 
leading universities for its global focus and 
rigorous curriculum. Look at any list of the 
top schools in Michigan and you’ll see that 
many of them are International Baccalaureate 
(IB) schools. The list includes lots of private 
schools. Lots of magnet schools. And only 
a few public schools that serve their whole 
community. East is one of them. Donors to 
the Foundation helped start the IB Program 
here with a grant in 2015. The IB Program is 
a point of pride for our schools.

GRANT VIDEO


