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For many of us, 18 is a big year. We graduate from high school. We leave home for the 
fi rst time. We grow up.

For the Foundation, 2018 was a huge year. Although we’ve been around for more than 
35 years, ‘18 was, in many ways, the year we grew up as well.

Last year, we introduced Now&Forever to the public. Now&Forever will grow the 
Foundation’s endowment from $4 million to $12 million so the investment earnings 
from the endowment will be able to fund the vital school programs and enhancements 
our families expect and our students deserve. 

It’s a bold, innovative eff ort. When we started the Foundation, we were one of the fi rst in 
Michigan dedicated to a public school district. With Now&Forever, we’re making history 
again, striving to be the fi rst district in Michigan—and one of the fi rst in the country—to 
create a sustainable solution so whatever challenges the coming years present, we will 
be ready to meet them.

That’s why we were so excited to introduce Now&Forever to our community in 2018. Though 
it had been in the works for nearly two years, most of that work had been in the planning 
stages. We didn’t really know how our community would respond. 

We do now. The response from the community has been absolutely overwhelming so far. 

Since the beginning, our goal for Now&Forever has been to raise $8.4 million, with 
$2 million of that total in planned giving. That left $6.4 million in pledges from our 
community. As I write this, thanks to the extraordinary support from the families, 
staff , neighbors, friends, and alumni near and far listed in this publication, we have 
over $5.5 million already pledged. That leaves us with less than one million dollars to go.

Now it will take all of us, with a shared commitment, pledging what we can, to help ensure the 
East Grand Rapids tradition of excellence for generations to come. 

Yes, ‘18 was the year the Foundation grew up and left the nest. But with your help, ‘19 
is the year we’re going to spread our wings and fl y.

Amy Stuursma
Executive Director
East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation
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VIRTUAL CUP
OF COFFEE 
John Ronan ‘81
John Ronan ‘81 is the founding principal at John Ronan Architects in 
Chicago, which was named the #4 design fi rm in the United States 
by Architect Magazine, and was one of seven international fi nalists 
selected to design the Obama Presidential Library. John has lectured 
widely and his work has been exhibited internationally, including the 
Art Institute of Chicago and The Architectural League of New York’s 
Urban Center. His fi rm has been the recipient of two AIA Institute 
National Honor Awards (for the Poetry Foundation and The Gary 
Comer Youth Center, both in Chicago). He is a Fellow of the American 
Institute of Architects and a recipient of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters Architecture Award. John is the John & Jeanne 
Rowe Endowed Professor of Architecture at the Illinois Institute of 
Technology College of Architecture, where he has taught since 1992. 
He lives in Chicago with his wife and two daughters.

What was your path from East Grand Rapids 
to where you are now in life?  
After high school, I headed to the University of 
Michigan for a  BS degree; after graduation, 
I worked in Chicago for a couple years before 
attending Harvard’s Graduate School of De-
sign, where I received my architecture degree.  
I headed back to Chicago and started my own 
architecture fi rm, John Ronan Architects, in 
1997. I worked my way up from residential proj-
ects and small galleries to the work I do now—a 
wide variety of projects in type and scale, from 
houses to high rise offi  ce buildings, but mostly I 
do institutional work. In 2016, I was one of seven 
international architects selected to compete for 
the Obama Presidential Library.  

What specifi c thing did you learn in East that 
has enabled you to be successful? 
Don’t let other people defi ne you. 

What were you like in school? 
Shy and introverted. I drew all the time in class. 

Did you have a favorite teacher or class? 
My favorite teachers were Mr. Graham, Mrs. 
Mitchell and Mdm. Segard; my favorite class 
was Mechanical Drawing.  

If you had to choose one moment in one loca-
tion to serve as the signature moment of your 
East school experience, what would it be?  
I remember a girl once asked me if I wanted a 
ride home, but because I lived on the poorest 
block in EGR, I was too ashamed to say “yes,” 
because I didn’t want her to know where I lived.

What do you know now that you wish you’d 
known then? 
It doesn’t matter where you live; it matters who 
you are. 

Do you stay in touch with many people from 
East Grand Rapids? 
I stay in touch with the guys I played poker 
with in high school and after: Andy Wolf, 
Brett Fisher, Tim Walker, Tim McDougal, Jim 
MacDonald, Norm Christiansen. We still get 
together for poker every few years, for old 
time’s sake. 

What advice do you have for young East alums 
who are just starting out? 
Every place has its own DNA; fi nd that place 
where your fundamental values are in sync with 
the place. For me, it was Chicago.  

Who else would you like us to have a virtual 
cup of coff ee with? 
Andy Wolf ‘81, who started an internet compa-
ny, and probably has fond memories of EGRHS.  

Bonus question: What are you glad we didn’t 
ask you about? 
What varsity sports I played (none).

Want to read more? 
Visit egrsf.org/coff ee and www.jrarch.com.
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2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Annual Fund Supporters

Matthew & Emily Eugster
Dino & Katie Favale

Matt Feyen & Nicole Haglund
Jay & Julie Forstner

Tom ‘46 & Mickie Fox
Sasko & Danche Gjorgijevski

Scott & Mary Gorsline
Kevin & Tracey Gort

Gary Graeff & Kim Krause
The Griemsman Family
Robert & Marie Griffin
Brian & Karey Hamrick

Jason Hannah & Hanna Jaworski
Chris & Beth Hill

Mike & Stephanie Hoekstra
David & Susan Hojnacki

Amorak Huey & Ellen Schendel
John & Janyce Huff

Brad & Karen Hunter
Lee & Kathleen Irving

In honor of Dr. Douglas Irving, ‘93
& Dr. Brad Irving, ‘96

Graham ‘94 & Sara Irwin
Mark & Lauren Jacoby
Michael & Cara Jones

Mary Kaneti
Patrick & Heidi ‘97 Kett

Brad & Michelle Kirk
Nicholas & Layla Kuhl, ‘00

The Larsen Family
Richard & Heather ‘92 Lewis
Chris & Sharon Longstreth

Scott & Elisabeth Loos
Mark & April Lothschutz

Bill & Amy Mackay
Matt Mahoney & Melissa Conway

Leena Mammen
The Marguerite Family

Bill & Melissa Marsh
The Matthysse Family

KC & Pattie McGovern
Matt & Katie ‘93 McIntosh
Steve & Jenny McMahon
Nick & Amanda McVay

Christopher & Michele Meader
Rich & Jennifer Meyer

John Mitchell & Gina Ang
Mark & Laura ‘85 Mochel

Marc & Charlene Montpetit
Donovan & Jennifer Moo

Steve ‘95 & Rhiannon Morse
Dave & Sara Mulder

Todd & Kelli Mulderink
The Murua Family
Dean & Lisa Nargi

The Nguyen Family
Jamie & Venta Norris
Isidore & Cary Okoro
Jordan & Meg O’Neil
Onder & Carol Ors
The Orsini Family

Matt & Kerry Parent
Howard & Stacy Paul

Jamie & Stephanie Phelps
Joerg & Katharina Picard

John Preston & Melissa VanderZyden
Henry & Nicole Prins

Chris & Michelle Rabideau
Carolyn Reese

Randy & Kris Renker
Karl & Stacy Roberts

Steve ‘80 & Amy Rockwell
Rusty & Laura Ross

Kurt, Jodi, Baden & Davis Rushmore
Buck & Judy Saunders

Matt ‘90 & Diana Schad

Diana Schad for EGR City Commissioner
In appreciation of EGR Teachers

Timothy & Cynthia Schad
Shelley Schmidt

Matthew & Margaret Schulte
Michael & Monica Sekulich

Tim & Ann Sheridan
Greg & Sara Shubel
Phil & Beth Skaggs

Aaron ‘93 & Jill Smith
David Smith ‘63 & Peggy Child ‘64

Jay & Helen Smith
Diana Snoeyer

Mike & Tricia Spiegel
Joe & Jill Stankowski

Laurel  Stanley
Eric & Sarah Starck

Brian ‘96 & Amy Steketee
Brian Sterling & Carla Boyd

James & Ashley Storms
Keith & Meghan Swayman

Ryan Trierweiler & Autumn Horrocks
Dick ‘72 & Kathleen ‘73 Tupper

Dean & Bona Van Dis 
David ‘67 & Beverly Verdier

Michael & Jill Walker
Brian & Kris ‘82 Ward

Mark & Wendy Wassink
Greg & Deb Weaver

Tim & Lisa Weaver
Craig & Carmen Weigel

Chris & Jodi Westgate
Matt & Erica Wikander

Alex & Julie ‘96 Wiseman
Eric & Kathy Wynsma
Adam & Ashley Young

Michael & Katherine Zago
Kyle & Gloriana Zimdar

STEAM = SCIENCE  |  TECHNOLOGY | ENGINEERING | ART | MATH

$500 - $999
Eddie & Molly Albert
Steve ‘86 & Maria Allen
Shannon & Erica Armstrong
The Artz Family
Dave & Katie Baker
Steve Baker & Lucinda Shair
Chad & Beth Balon
Chris & Kim Bardeggia
Ryan & Sarah Beach
Andrew ‘92 & Jennifer Behler
George & Charity Bennett
Bill ‘90 & Jenny ‘91 Bergstrom
Michael & Amy Bishop
Craig & Shelly Boeve
The Bombery Family
Mark & Amy Bragg
Mike & Bethany Bregenzer
Breton Downs Elementary PTO
Dan & Lynne Brown
Dennis & Jennifer Bruce
Michael & Natalie Bullock
Fred & Kathleen Burkhart
The Butler Family
Brian & Sarah Calnan
Matt & Sarah Cavanaugh
YiJia & Amanda Chu
Stew & Emilie Collins
Phil Conrad & JJ Loew
Derek & Amanda Coppess
Dave & Dori Couvreur
Ryan & Amber Cox
Rick & Pam ‘88 Cross
Joe & Angie Day
Rich & Liz ‘98 Della Croce
David & Michele deVelder
Chad & Sara Dupin
Rob & Sarah Dwortz
Brian ‘78 & JoAnn Ellis

GRANT HIGHLIGHT
GONE BOARDING
The Foundation is funding Gone 
Boarding, a high school elective 
class taught by Terry Szpieg that 
will teach students STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art & Math), economics and more, 
all while designing and building 
their own surfboards, longboards, 
and skateboards. 

$5,000 OR MORE
Garrett Dill & Jackson Dill
Dave ‘89 & Amy Engbers
Rick & Carol Godfrey
Daniel & Magee Gordon
Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey

$2,500 - $4,999
Scott & Natalie Bernecker, ‘89
The Duncan Family
Jeff & Katie ‘97 Flermoen

$1,000 - $2,499
The Adloff Family
The Alguire Family
Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen
Chris & Emily Backus
Tony & Gwen Barnes, ‘87
Blake ‘93 & Taylor Beusse
Brett & Kim Bolt
Tim & Kathy Born
The Brundin Family
Luke & Ellen Cherveny
The Collins Family
Don & Johanna Crossley
Brad ‘93 & Amy Darooge
Jason & Stephanie Doublestein
Thomas & Carrie Greenway
Dean & Kathleen Haueisen
Peter & Allison Houlihan
Michael T. Hughes
Joel & Shannon Iakiri
Mike & Sue Keil
Mike & Megan Knuble
Chad & Andrea Koster
Lucas & Joni Leete
Andrea Leistra
Chad Lingwood & Ingrid Aguayo
Doug & Stacey Maas
Brian & Megan Miller
Matthew ‘86 & Jill Miller

Joel & Melissa Mitchell
John & Ann Mooney

John & Gail Nowak
Steven Putt & Cheryl Van Til

Mark & Lisa ‘93 Rapoport
Terence & Tina Reuben

Elaine Rongey &
the late Ken Rongey
Brian Schwartz ‘84 &
Elizabeth Welch ‘88
The Secchia Family

Jim & Mindy Seufert
Elizabeth Warnshuis Shimko, ‘75

Andrew & Tamara Shreiner
Rich & Abby Sorota

Pam Stanley & Kelly Eldred
Martin Stein

Nick & Amy Thole
Charley ‘87 & Janine Thompson

Tomasz & Ewa Timek
Adam & Gretchen Townshend

Chris & Sarah VanDeven
Bradley & Julie VanHoose

Eric Walchak
Mark & Allison ‘89 White
Bob ‘92 & Tracy Wolford

Brad & Fleur Zylstra

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGR School Foundation Annual Fund Supporters

The East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation’s Donor Roll Call recognizes those individuals, businesses 
and organizations that have supported the Foundation from January 1, 2018 through December 
31, 2018.  This list also includes all supporters who made a pledge to our Now&Forever campaign 
through December 31, 2018. The Foundation’s Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges all 
who have generously supported our mission through their gifts. We also thank individuals who 
have secured matching gifts from their employers, as well as the employers who have supported 
their employees’ generosity through matching gifts.
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MOVING FORWARD.
LEADING THE WAY.
PIONEERS.
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Jim & Courtney Moskal
Brian ‘93 & Kristie Murray
Camel & Linda Najar
Marc & Alice Noordeloos
Andrew Norden & Shanna TenClay
Kathleen O’Leary
Adam & Tricia Ophoff
The Osborne Family
John & Ellen Osterhart
Norm & Jan Palm
Aaron & Bess Paskvan
Andrew & Alison Peot
Vint & Mari Persons
Ryan & Katrina Peters
Michael & Anne Petruzzi
Kevin & Leslie Philipps
Brad & Allison Pignatello
Jeffrey Potteiger & Ellen Adams
Tim ’00  & Susan Price
The Reagan Family
Mike & Trish ‘89 Reid
David & Molly Rizor
Smith Roberts ‘94 & Jenny Berglund
John & Lisa Rogers
Jeff & Lisa Royce
The Saunders Family
Jeff Schad & Marilyn Lankfer
Andrew & Logan Schmidt
John & Kate Schneider
Bill & Shelly Schram
Andrew & Kateri Schutt
Mark Schwartz & Catherine Kaneti
Peter & Giselle Sholler
Rick & Stacy Shorey

Danielle Smith
Susan Keller Smith, ‘73

Paul & Jackie ‘82 Solberg
John & Jennifer Steiner
Clay ‘89 & Kris Stiffler

Andrew & Amy ‘92 Sweet
Martha Teichner, ‘65

Doug & Alix Thompson
TJ & Sarah Turnage
Dan & Anna Tyrer

Alice Van Ess
Joe  Vanden Bosch, ‘86

Tanya Vanden Bosch
Dave & Leigh Vander Molen

Nate & Keri VanDrunen
Jeffrey & Magdalena VanWingen

Aaron & Jennifer VanZee
Ben & Emily VerWys
Russ & Chris Visner

Mary K. Weadock
Eric & Courtney Weiler

Virginia Welch, ‘65
Dan & Lynee Wells

Ben, Emily, Collin, Heidi & Morgan White
Steven & Elyse White

Douglas & Andrea Williams
Mark & Amy Williamson

Charlie Winslow & Judy Sopeland
Dean ‘80 & Nell Witting
Michael & Robbyn Wnek
John & Patty Woodhouse

Amy Zdravecky
Ben ‘94 & Meg ‘97 Zerfas

GRANT HIGHLIGHT
INNOVATION LAB
The Middle School Innovation 
Lab started with a grant from
the Foundation. In its first
year, it served 54 students.
This year? 491.

“I don’t teach this class,”
says teacher Kevin Vance.
“I facilitate it. The freedom
that this class offers gives 
students confidence that can 
translate into them feeling
better about their educational 
surroundings and doing
better in other classes.”

East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation & Alumni Association 2018-2019 ANNUAL REPORT6

$250 - $499
Anonymous
Joe Aardema & Mary Lucas
Christopher & Leslie Anderson
Philippe Assaf & Coeli Fitzpatrick
Todd & Jodi ‘92 Astrauskas
Jack & Lauren Aylsworth
Mark & Lynn Barger Elliott
Holden Baudo
Kurt & Michele Bishop
Matthew & Jennifer Borgula
Michael & Margaret Bosscher
The Braden Family
Ben & Adrianne Braun
Caroline Breault-Cannon
Scott Broersma & Amy Jonker
Jeff & Tina Brooks
James & Kathleen Bruinsma
Kevin & Julie Burns
Rick ‘85 & Angie ‘82 Busch
Brian & Ann Callahan
Chris & Lisa Camfferman
Thomas & Sarah Cannon
Mike & Kim Carnevale
Christian Catlin & Daliya Khuon
Jason & Charissa Chapman
Chris & Beth Chappus
Jeff & Tamara Christians
Adam & Kim Clark
Jason & Jody ‘90 Conant
Pat ‘91 & Nancy Connor
Thomas & Samantha Cornell
Scott Custer & the late Ellen Custer
Erik Daly ‘00 & Jessica Bloom
Rob & Rachel Davies

Jeff & Jill Dean
David & Faye Decker

Glenn & Kristen Del Vecchio
John & Mary Dersch
Mark & Lisa DeVries
David & Carol Distel
The Dockery Family

Bob & Linda ‘65 Dudley
Eric & Lindsay Dumais
The Egwuatu Family

The Escobar Forsberg Family
Hank ‘63 & Marcia Fairchild
Daniel Fechtner & Mei Mah

Jason & Emily Fill
Matt & Jill Fouch

Dan & Joanne Fowler
Alice Garrard

Michael & Kristin Gartrell
Joe & Nicole Gasper
Joe & Sarah ‘99 Gass

Ted & Mary Louise Gedra
Parin & Liz Gohel

Sean & Stacey Goodman
The Gould Family

Martin & Erin Grin, ‘90
Bryon & Jennifer Higgins
Matt & Courtney Hilbert

The Hingson Family
Dan & Tia ‘92 Hooper

Robyn Hubbard
Chip & Terry Hurlburt

John & Monica Inhulsen
John & Jessica Kemppainen

The Kettler Family

Theresa Keyes
Erika King & Robert Beasecker

Bob ‘82 & Sue Kirchgessner
Dave & Jen Kirchgessner

Allison Koetsier
Derrick & Karen Kooistra

Kelli Kopen
Ron Kragt

Melanie Kruisenga
Chris ‘84 & Susie Krupp

Brad ‘94 & Kotoe Laackman
Geoff ‘92 & Julie Laham
Eric & Doreen Lambert

The Lang Family
Michel Lanne & Kerri Orders

Greg & Tracey Lewis
The Ludwig Family

Judson ‘71 & Lynn Lynch
Paul & Rosanne ‘83 Mack

Jason ‘98 & Jennifer Madden
Donald Malcolm & Jean Magolan

Bernie & Patti Malewitz
Scott & Rebecca Martin

Warren Mason & Vikki Nestico
Ben ‘00 & Jessica Massie

Chris Matthysse & Kelly Clum-Matthysse
Larry & Julie McCahill

Michael & Carole McDonald
Richard & Noel McGarrity

Paul & Dee McGraw
Andy & Mandy McIntyre

Bob & Beth Milanowski
Randy & Amanda Millwood

James & Carolyn Morse

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Annual Fund Supporters

PIONEERING
INNOVATION
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George & Wendy McKay
Paul & Laura McMahon
Snowy & Sam Mellish
Sam & Steffi Messina
The Metcalf Family
Mike & Carly Miller
Ruth Ann Milligan
In honor of granddaughters
Greta Bernecker & Danielle Bernecker
Claire Lerchen Minneman, ‘02
Dave & Joy Morgan
Jami Moyer
Betsy Muir, ‘84
Paul Murphy & Leigh Eicke
Tom Northway & Diane St. Claire
Eddie O’Connor
Assy & Liat Okanin
Jack & Margie Oosting, ‘56
Don & Melissa Padgett
The Papp Family
Linda B. Patterson
Mark & Barb Periard
Timothy & Pamela Pietryga
Alana Placzkowski
Todd & Kelly Plawinski
The Post Family
Scott & Kari Proux
Sue Reahm
Mike & Betsy Redman
Beth Reid
Beechwood School’s Out Celebration
Thomas & Tracy Rider
Larry & Sally Robson
William Robson, ‘82

Lisa M. Rose
Al & Kim Rossi

Jim Saalfeld
Madonna Saia
Heather Salter

Bill & Barb Saxton
Steve & Mary Schwartz
Kurt & Lyndsay Seyferth

Tom & Kris Shannon
Bob Shapton & Mary Reagan Shapton

Mark & Lisa Shuart, ‘76
Jon & Gretchen Siebers

Christopher & Kelli Smith
Jason & Latchezara Smith

Sara Smolenski & Linda Burpee, ‘74
The Sperling Family

Kurt & Andrea Steiner
Richard & Mary Stevens

Jeff & Sue Swain, ‘76
Jean Swaney, ‘51

David & Donna Swigers
The Terhorst Family
Chris & Teri Tesseris

Corey & Stephanie Thelen
Scott Tithof

Scott ‘98 & Michelle Titus
Jeff & Julie Towner

Tom & Amy Townsend
Toby & Kim Tucker
Ford & Kim Turrell

Craig Van Ess ‘79 & Mary Frances Cline
Darrell & Lee Van Orsdel

Mike & Liz Vargo
Scott & Marni Vyn, ‘90

The late Glen Walker
Strick & Leanna Walker

Damian & Deanne Walters
Tim Wang & Molly Herndon

Jason & Jennifer Webb
Eric & Leah Wendling
Mark & Marnie White

Steve & MeiLi Wieringa
Mariana & Kayla Wildfeuer

Seth Yanik & Sherry Sharrard
Chris & Janice Yates

Michael & Tatiana Zenk
Rodger J. “Skip”  Zwemer, Jr., ‘67

CREATIVE ARTS 

MACBETH
High School Drama

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Annual Fund Supporters
$100 - $249

PETER PAN JR.
Elementary Musical

UKULELES
Elementary School
Instrument Introduction

Did You Know?
Last year, more than 71,000 people

attended events at the district’s Performing
Arts Center. The Foundation has funded theater, 
art, and music programs at all three elementary 
schools, the middle school, and the high school.
That includes management of the Performing 
Arts Center, uniforms for the marching band,

indoor and outdoor murals, artist and author 
visits, the Harry Potter-themed Yule Ball,

and the Ukulele Club.
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$100 - $249
Matt & Michelle Abraham
Scott & Elizabeth Arnold
Theodor Asgeirsson & Geirlaug Magnusdottir  
Gary & Mary Sue Barnes
Bill & Amber Behrendt
John & Katie ‘87 Belanger
Pat & Marcia Bell
Roger & Cindy Bera
John & Pat Bergstrom
David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles
Paul ‘95 & Amy Bianchi
Martin & Catherine Blagdurn
Chris & Laurie Blanchard
Charles & Patricia Bloom
Thomas & Jennifer Blower
Jim & Alessia Bradford
Ren ‘55 & Cj Brander
Carl & Betsy Brown
Eamonn, Eoghan & Ciarra Burns
David ‘86 & Britt Campbell
The Casserly Family
Dan & Michelle Cavera
Charlene M. Chadbourne, ‘61
Martha Chalmers
Mark ‘75 & Eileen Chamberlin
Todd & Amanda Chassee
Mike & Jodi Clay
Harry & Michele Coffill
Carolyn Connors
Brandon & Teresa Converse
Andrew & Rachael Cooley
Jay & Kathy Cragwall
Michael & Mary Ann Crete
Devin & Michelle ‘97 Day

Gaylen & Diane Demarest
Rod & Barb Denning

Rob & Allison DeVilbiss
Rick & Traci ‘88 Douglas
Tom & Melissa Duimstra
Gary & Suzanne Eberle

John & Stephanie Eckley
John & Sara Edleman
Sue Spicer Elliott, ‘65
Mike & Lisa Ethington
Jarett & Jessica Fitnich

Omar & Elizabeth Flores
Chad & Carolyn Fox

Julie A. Fox, ‘79
Nate & Joyce French

Kate Frillman
Joe & Jennie Gavin

Patrick Gerkin & Lauren Teal
Thomas Getz & Margaret Burrows-Getz

Tim & Emily Gorashko
Lynn Gregory, ‘56

Aaron & Stephanie Griffin
Dale & Linda Grogan

David & Elizabeth Hamm
Mike & Jennifer Haskell

Mark Haslem & Christine Gilman
Gregory & Jane Hazle
Paul & Kerry Hegele

Lee & Linda Hegstrand
Brad & Lea Hileman

Thomas ‘69 & Janis Hollingsworth
Rob ‘04 & Jessica Huff

Gary & Cindy Humphries
Fil & Elizabeth Iorio

Win ‘65 & Kyle ‘70 Irwin
Jason & Katie ‘96 Israels

Doug & Dawn Jenkins
In memory of Linda Kehm

Gerri Johnson
Andy & Mary Johnston
Tim & Lori ‘79 Johnston

Tom & Margy Jones
Hunter & Claudia Judson

Stephen & Joee Kam
Kilwins

Rob ‘84 & Julie Kowalewski
Bruce & Betsy Kratt

David & Sarah ‘89 Kugler
Katie Kuiper

Gregory & Katie Kujawski
Robert & Lucy Lafleur

Holly Lampen
Mark G. Lang, ‘62 

Eric & Kathy Larson
Tony & Heather Lawrence

Nick Leech, ‘62
Stev & Dawn Lewis

Chuck & Jan Lippert
Casey ‘03 & Jami Longo

Dan Lorenz & Aletta VanderPlaat
Dick & Genie Lyman

Ryan & Heather Madden
Ryan & Beth Marin

Matt & Amy Marlow
Jay & Hilary Martin

Rodney & Mimi Martin
The Marx Family
Terry McIlhargey

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Annual Fund Supporters

PIONEERING
CREATIVITY

MUSIC MAN JR.
Middle School Drama Club

WINDOW
DECAL MURAL
Middle School
Bike Theme
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You’re part of one of the best
  loved communities in America.

Now you can keep it that way, forever.
The East Grand Rapids Schools Foundation has a wide variety of planned giving options 
available. Please contact us to learn how to make us a part of your estate planning.

Contact Executive Director Amy Stuursma at (616) 235-3535 or astuursm@egrps.org

Reeds Lake Sunrise

Did You Know?
The Foundation doesn’t just fund

leading-edge programs. In recent years,
Foundation donors saved elementary gym,
art, music, and the K-8 Spanish program,

which were in danger of being cut. Last year
the Foundation also provided more than
12,000 books, along with early literacy

para-educators to teach kids
how to read them.
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$20 - $99
Brett & Carlye Allen
Diane Chadwick Alt, ‘70
Doug & Jessica Andersen
Glenn & June Anderson
Thomas & Deborah Ankney
Sam & Ben Basham
Kelly & Nicole Bedore
Jonathan K.  Beer
Lorraine Boer
Janice Brander
Gwen Cieslak
Barbara Cone
Dorothy Crandell
Greg ‘99 & Kim Crane
Kirk ‘85 & Kirsten Essenmacher
Betsy Fleetwood
Rebeca Franco
The Gable Hodack Family
Luke Gamble
The Greer Family
Matthew & Amy Grossman
Steve & Barbara Gutman
In honor of Jay Forstner
The Hages Family
Kevin & Kasey Hagler
Marcia Hammerslag, ‘53
Brad & Andrea Hecksel
Mark & Tina Hessler
Sarah Porter Jury, ‘69
David ‘64 & Beverly Kagan
Nick & Colleen Kanaan
Jon & Karen King

Kenneth & Heather Krajewski
Bill ‘87 & Becky Lee

David & Carol Lippert
Dave & Mary Mapes

Matthew & Christine Martin
Kevin & Nancy McIntyre

Sharon R. McKee, ‘62
Alexandra Mellema

Greg & Jennifer Metz
Anne B. Miller, ‘61

Dan & Virginia Miller
In honor of Megan Miller

Andrew Milnes
Jason Moore, ‘90

Otto Muller & Kelly Gest
Joe ‘72 & Britt ‘86 O’Malley

Vince & Natalie Owen
Mark & Becky Pullen

Quinn Rapp
Christopher Rosmarin

Jim ‘66 & Sheryl Siegel
Robert ‘46 & Margaret ‘47 Steketee

Lane Stewart
Rachel Tonning

Chuck Ulrich & Laurie Dahlstrom
Josh & Angela Van Manen

Owen Van Winkle
Kevin Vance

Brian VanderBee
Beverly VanWees
Lindsey Williams

YOUNG ALUMNI
Jaret Allen, ‘16
Clare McDonald, ‘18
Reagan Shapton, ‘17
Ben Strauss, ‘16
Hannah Stuursma, ‘18

MATCHING GIFTS
Amazon Smile Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
Benefit Mobile
CAF America
CDK Global, LLC
Delta Air Lines Foundation
GE Foundation
Network for Good
Novartis
PayPal Giving Fund
Pfizer Foundation
Rockwell Automation
Salesforce.org
Steelcase Foundation
TEGNA Foundation
Unist, Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation

UNITED WAY DONORS
Anonymous
Carlye Allen
Maria Allen
Bill Behrendt
George Bennett
Catherine Blagdurn
Caroline Breault-Cannon
Steven Brinks
John Burke
Becca Chavez
Sara Edleman
Jill Fouch
Brad Freiburger
Kelly Froehlich
Erin Grin, ‘90
Lisa Healey
Beth Hill
Deanna Hoopingarner-Allchin
Doug Jenkins
Holly Lampen
Carole McDonald
Katie McIntosh, ‘93
Kerry McKee
Heather McKinney-Rewa
Kaitlin Merpi, ‘07
Megan Miller
Scott Mitton
Anthony Morey
Cathy Oosse, ‘86
Joanne Platt
Mark Pullen
Hollie Rademacher
Bridget Rieth
Lisa Rogers
Tim Saunders
Shelly Schram
Sara Shubel
Jane Siegel
Eric Starck
Winona Tinholt
Kathryn Vicente

PIONEERING
EDUCATION
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Michael & Jenny ‘87 Fee
Matt Feyen & Nicole Haglund
Jason & Emily Fill
Jeff & Katie ‘97 Flermoen
Jay & Julie Forstner
Lynn & Alice Francis
Sara Frank
Brad & Kristen Freiburger
Campbell ‘01 & Alice Frey
David & Judy Frey
John M. Frey, ‘58
Tripp ‘99 & Lucy Frey
Kelly Froehlich
Andre & Kristen Gauri
Parin & Liz Gohel
Sean & Stacey Goodman
Kristin Gootjes
Chad ‘84 & Jennifer Gould
Doris Cole Goyette, ‘55
Jim Grabow
John & Deanna Green
Ralph Greene, ‘57
Jonathan & Jennifer Greer
Kristin Griffith
David & Elizabeth Hamm
Brian & Karey Hamrick
Michael ‘63 & Sheila Hannah
Michelle Harper
Jack & Lisa Healey
Glenn Hefner & Silvia Garbagni
Lee & Linda Hegstrand
Mark & Tina Hessler
Gerry & Nancy Hickey
Chris & Beth Hill
Mary Hillyard
Tom & Sue Hoane
In memory of Jon Hoane, ‘88

David & Kim Hoekstra
Mark ‘94 & Beth ‘92 Hoekstra

Dirk Hoffius, ‘61
David & Susan Hojnacki

Peter & Allison Houlihan
John & Janyce Huff

Travis Hughes
E. J. Hunter In honor of Megan Miller 

Joel & Shannon Iakiri
Margaret P. Idema, ‘67

 Win ‘65 & Kyle ‘70 Irwin
Graham ‘94 & Sara Irwin

Mark & Lauren Jacoby
Janae Janca

Doug & Dawn Jenkins
Gerri Johnson

Andy & Mary Johnston
Tim & Lori ‘79 Johnston

Julian & Judith Joseph
Kevin & Patty Kabat

Nancy Kast
Peter & Heidi Kattula

Mary Ann Keeler
Mike & Sue Keil

Norman Keller In honor of Scott Mitton
Dennis Kellermeier & Barbara Jourdan

John & Jessica Kemppainen
Chris Kenward
Theresa Keyes

Dave & Jenny Khorey
In memory of Candy Prevette
Tom ‘71 & Vicki ‘70 Kimball

Erika King & Robert Beasecker
Richard Klinkner, ‘55

Herbert & Glenna Knape
 In memory of Teddy Knape, ‘03

Kenneth & Heather Krajewski

Anne Lawford Krawczak, ‘60
In memory of the Lawford Family
Melissa Krieg
Matt & Alissandra Kruer, ‘04
Christian ‘84 & Susan Krupp
Tom & Sally ‘85 Kyros Family
Brad ‘94, Kotoe & Julie Laackman
In honor of Bonnie Laackman
Kurt ‘73 & Lori ‘76 Lacks
Kurt ‘02 & Jennifer Lacks
Robert & Lucy Lafleur
Holly Lampen
Lindsey Lantz
Katherine Larson
Dale & Shirley Lausch
Philip M. Leech, ‘58
Lucas & Joni Leete
Bob ‘73 & Susan Levine
David & Stacey Levitt
Stev & Dawn Lewis
Mike & Kathy ‘74 Lloyd
Casey ‘03 & Jami Longo
Randy ‘88 & Lisa Lovell
Jurgen & Rebecca Luders
Judson ‘71 & Lynn Lynch
Doug & Stacey Maas
James MacDonald ‘81 & Kit Yoon
MacDougal Family Foundation
Gary & Pamela MacDougal
Paul & Rosanne ‘83 Mack
Jeff ‘91 & Shannon MacKeigan
John & Rosemary MacKenzie
Matt Mahoney & Melissa Conway
Judie Malec
Alan & Hope Margherio
Bill & Melissa Marsh
Rebecca Martin

Benjamin ‘00 & Jessica Massie
Nancy J. Massingham
Audrey McDonald, ‘15

Ian ‘08 & Veronica McDonald
Michael & Carole McDonald

Pierce McDonald
Richard & Noel McGarrity

Terry McIlhargey
The McInerney Family

Matt & Katie ‘93 McIntosh
Kerry McKee

Heather McKinney-Rewa
Jim ‘81 & Susan ‘82 McLain

John & Jen McMahon
David ‘57 & Linda Mehney

The Meijer Foundation
John & Jane ‘79 Meilner

Spencer & Kaitlin Merpi, ‘07
Sam ‘63 & Barb ‘64 Metcalf

Bob & Beth Milanowski
Brian & Megan Miller

Lorie Miller
Matthew ‘86 & Jill Miller

Norman Miller, ‘61
Pete & Liz Miller

Steve & Katie Millman
Joel & Melissa Mitchell

Scott Mitton
Jeff & Allison ‘88 Montague

The Moo Family
Anthony & Polly Morey
James & Carolyn Morse

Honorio Valdes Murua & Tina Murua
Bob & Ellen Nelson

Marjorie Neubig
Jack Nichols

Norris, Perné & French LLP

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Endowment Fund Supporters
NOW&FOREVER CAMPAIGN  continued

We’re not building a new auditorium.
Or a cafeteria.
Or a stadium. 

We’re building our future.
Our schools are a source of pride, but 
unpredictable state funding has threatened 
our tradition of excellence. Every year, 
programs are in jeopardy, and have been 
saved only by the hundreds of families who 
donate to the Foundation’s annual spring 
EGRNOW! campaign. There has to be a 
better, more sustainable way.

And there is.

NOW&FOREVER CAMPAIGN
Anonymous
Ray ‘71 & Kristin Abraham
Andrea Adams
Nick & Shellie Adamy
Matt & Alyssa Albers
Matthew Allard, ‘90
Joel Allchin &
Deanna Hoopingarner-Allchin
Brett & Carlye Allen
Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen
Steve ‘86 & Maria Allen
Terri Burg Amann, ‘71
Jerry & Betsy ‘76 Anderson
Greg & Kristi Artz
Chris & Emily Backus
Dave & Katie Baker
Stephen Baker & Lucy Shair
The Balon Family
J. Spencer Barnes Memorial Foundation
Max ‘90 & Becky Barnes
Tony & Gwen Barnes, ‘87
David ‘60 & Sibley ‘62 Barrett
Nancy Batts
Kelly & Nicole Bedore
Chris & Emily Beggs
Bill & Amber Behrendt
Steve Belkin, ‘65
George & Charity Bennett
Jeffrey Bergers, ‘73
John & Pat Bergstrom

Bill ‘90 & Jenny ‘91 Bergstrom
David ‘55 & Mary Kay ‘57 Berles

Bob & Val Bernecker
Scott & Natalie Bernecker, ‘89

John R. Bertsch, ‘61
Beusse & Porter Family Foundation

Roger & Marcia Beutner
Gail Bird

The Bissell Family
Christopher & Analisa Blakley

Carla D. Blandford, ‘58
John & Lindy Bolling

Brett & Kim Bolt
The Bombery Family

Meredith Bonner, ‘08
Stefano & Kari Bordoli

Matthew & Jennifer Borgula
Drs. James & Joan Borst

Tom & Alexis Boyden
Shannon Brady

Mark & Amy Bragg
Todd & Bonnie Brandstadt

Benjamin & Adrianne Braun
Caroline Breault-Cannon

Scott & Emily Brew
Brett Brinker & Heather Slay ‘89

Steve & Winnie Brinks
Dennis & Jennifer Bruce

Scott Brundage
Jackie Burdick

John & Bonnie Burke
Brandon & Elizabeth Burnette
Dirk ‘63 & Lisa ‘76 Buth
The Butler Family
Molly Buxton
Mike ‘89 & Lisa Byam
Charles & Lucy Caldwell
Carol Campbell, ‘81
Rebecca Chavez
Roger & Sue ‘65 Chittenden
Jason & Elizabeth ‘95 Christopherson
Jennifer Clary, ‘88
Brian & Jennifer Coles
Trina Connelly
Pat ‘91 & Nancy Connor
Jeff & Sarah Conway, ‘94
Dave ‘57 & Nancy Cook
Joe ‘82 & Amy Coretti
Meagan Cornett-Wright
Scott & Kim Counts
Todd & Kortne Custer
Dustin & Jill Daniels
Bill & Margie Darooge
Brad ‘93 & Amy Darooge
Devin & Michelle ‘97 Day
John & Mary Dersch
Mark & Lisa DeVries
Kelsi Dickman
Jim & Steph Diepstra
Rebecca M. Dietz
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2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGR Schools Foundation Endowment Fund Supporters

Kristine DiVita
Chris & Sommer Dockery

Alice Dodgson, ‘55
In honor of the Michael Dodgson Family

Dennis & Amy Donohue
Jason & Stephanie Doublestein

Andrea Dudley
Nadav & Karen Dujovny
Ted & Claudine Duncan

Chad & Sara Dupin
Chad & Gretchen Dutcher

Michael Dykstra & Margaret Bader
Robert & Kathleen Yukon ‘70 Eager

The Eardley Family
John & Penny ‘52 Edison
John & Louise Edison, ‘69

Patricia H. Edison, ‘45
The Edleman Family

Kendra Edwards
Andrea Eggert
Mary Elderkin

Brian ‘78 & JoAnn Ellis
Constance Ellis

Michael ‘80 & Lynette Ellis
Susan Ellis

Jim & Harriet Engbers
Hank ‘63 & Marcia Fairchild

Kailey Faris
Tom & Kathryn Faturos

Domenic & Dee Federico

With your help, we’re growing the Foundation’s endowment from $4 million to $12 million so the investment earnings fund programs and offerings to 
keep our schools among the best in Michigan. Thanks to the families listed here, we’ve raised more than $5.5 million of our $6.4 million cash goal. 
We have less than one million to go! Now we’ll need everyone, pledging what we can, to build the future of our schools now and forever. 

Are you a Pioneer? Go to egrsf.org to make your pledge today.

PIONEERS.
NOW&FOREVER.
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CLASS OF 2022 FIRST DAY | LEADERSHIP & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
Martin M. Hale, ‘58
Brad & Susan Laffrey
Paul & Elizabeth Luce
Richard & Noel McGarrity
Mark & Barb Periard
Neil & Dawn Williams

JIMMY GERKEN FUND
The Ainsworth Family
Mike Armstrong, ‘78
Bob & Val Bernecker
Corey Boehm, ‘03
Peter Canepa, ‘76
Dan Catzere, ‘05
Jeffrey Dixon, ‘71
Kirk Drummond, ‘73
Carol Gunsch
John Hoff, ‘79
Chris Idema, ‘04
Gary McAleenan, ‘73
Greg McAleenan, ‘75
Mark McAleenan, ‘71
Ryan McAleenan, ‘05
John Murphy, ‘78
Greg Norton, ‘82
Sheila Pantlind 
Tom Remien, ‘75
Tim Turmelle
Bob Van Dore, ‘77

LINDA KEHM KINDNESS COUNTS
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Lakeside Elementary PTO

PERFORMING ARTS FUND
Dennis ‘91 & Merritt DeLano-Taylor

Armen ‘78 & Kimberly Kassouni
Bill & Jan Lewis In honor of Pamela Steers

Brian & Amy Peceny

DR. SARA MAGAŇA SHUBEL
LIFELONG LEARNING
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Scott & Natalie Bernecker, ‘89
Breton Downs Elementary Staff

The Bruce Family
Charlie ‘75 & Becky Denton

Brian ‘78 & JoAnn Ellis
Bob ‘73 & Susan Levine

Paul & Rosanne ‘83 Mack
Michael & Carole McDonald

Dave ‘57 & Linda Mehney
Jim & Carolyn Morse

Brian Schwartz ‘84 & Elizabeth Welch ‘88
Rich & Abby Sorota

Bob ‘92 & Tracy Wolford

REID VANGELDEREN
MEMORIAL & SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Ryan Bredemeier
Charles D. Goodyear

Daniel Steffee, ‘05

WE THE PEOPLE FUND
Robert Goodrich, ‘58
Rob ‘81 & Julie Sears

Tony & Shelly Viviano

Did You Know?
The families who started the 
Foundation 35 years ago were 
pioneers. Our Foundation was one
of the first in the state dedicated 
to a public school district. Now it’s 
our turn to lead the way, as the 
first public schools foundation to 
build an endowment to fund future 
enhancements and program support. 
With your help, we can reach our 
goal and provide $600,000 a 
year to our schools without racing 
the budget axe every spring.

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Endowment Fund Supporters
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Isidore & Cary Okoro
In memory of Ruth Corrine Hammer
Mike & Cathy ‘86 Oosse
Jack & Margie Oosting, ’56
John & Ellen Osterhart
Lance & Kim Owens
Tracy Packard
Chris & Joan Panopoulos
Brett & Dana Parent
Glenna Paukstis, ‘55
In memory of Jimmy Gerken
Robert Paul
Scott & Pam Penney
Elliot Pennington & Jennifer Wolf
Mark & Barb Periard
Steve ‘70 & Alicia Pestka
Kevin & Leslie Philipps
Todd & Kelly Plawinski
Ken & Shannon Pontius
John Preston & Melissa VanderZyden
Mark & Becky Pullen
The Pyper Family
Chris & Michelle Rabideau
Cheryl Radecki
Mark & Lisa ‘93 Rapoport
Muhammad Rasoul & Sabina Hubjer Rasoul
Mike & Trish ‘89 Reid
Brian & Meg ‘93 Richards
Paul ‘70 & Susan Richards
Rachel Ries
Brian & Bridget Rieth
George & Heidi Roberts
Larry & Sally Robson
The Rogers Family
Al & Kim Rossi

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | EGRSF Endowment Fund Supporters
NOW&FOREVER CAMPAIGN  continued

Michael & Betty Roth
Ed & Ann Roubal

Peter & Jessica Ruppert
Guillermo & Bridget Sanchez

Buck & Judy Saunders
Jeff Schad & Marilyn Lankfer

Henry “Fritz” ‘62 & Karen ‘63 Schaefer
Bruce & Marti Scherpenisse

In honor of their children & grandchildren
Shelley Schmidt

Annie Schmieder
Bill & Shelly Schram

Brian Schwartz ‘84 & Elizabeth Welch ‘88
Steven & Mary Schwartz

John ‘63 & Prim ‘64 Sebastian
Mike Sebastian, ‘65

Jim & Mindy Seufert
Nancy Seymour, ‘62
Tom & Kris Shannon

Bob Shapton & Mary Reagan Shapton
Mary Ann Sheline

Tim & Ann Sheridan
Greg & Sara Shubel

Jim ‘66 & Sheryl Siegel
Phil & Beth Skaggs
Brent & Diane Slay

Allan, Melissa, Keaton & Halsey Smith
Christopher & Kelli Smith

David Smith ‘63 & Peggy Child ‘64
Jay & Helen Smith

In honor of Amy C. Stuursma, ‘89
Dave Snyder, ‘86

In honor of all past & current students
Rich & Abby Sorota

John & Nikki Speer In honor of Carlye Allen

Eric & Sarah Starck
Janet L. Stauss ‘65 Trust
Susan Stearns In memory of Linda Kehm
John & Jennifer Steiner
Brian ‘96 & Amy Steketee
Richard & Mary Stevens
Karen Henry Stokes
George & Monica Stover
Dale & Sharon Stubbs
Karen Steffensen Sturges, ‘58
Peter & Amy Stuursma, ‘89
Tim & Karen ‘86 Sullivan
Charles ‘58 & Joyce Tappan
Corey & Stephanie Thelen
Nick & Amy Thole
Charley ‘87 & Janine Thompson
Hannah Tobin
Mark & Marsha Tompkins
Adam & Gretchen Townshend
Dick ‘72 & Kathleen ‘73 Tupper
Dan & Anna Tyrer
Charles Ulrich & Laurie Dahlstrom
Lisa Valanty
The Van Dis Family
Kevin Vance
Tanya Vanden Bosch
Chris VandenBerg ‘74 & Betsy Neubig
Shirley A. VandenBerg
Brian VanderBee
Nicole Vanderplow
Chris & Sarah VanDeven
The Vanorden Family
Fernando & Katie Vicente
Breanna Wagenmaker

Bryan & Angie Walters
Tom Wanty, ‘77

Mark & Wendy Wassink
Tim & Lisa Weaver

Craig & Carmen Weigel
Eric & Courtney Weiler
Jim ‘85 & Susan Weiss

In memory of Susan Emmons Nolan, ‘85 
Brad Welch, ‘91

Charles B. Welch, ‘05
James & Jane Welch Foundation

Virginia M. Welch, ‘65
John H. Wert

Charles Wilkinson
In memory of Patricia Wilkinson

Kyle Williams & Vanessa Bradley
Charlie Winslow & Judy Sopeland

Steve & Stacey Wojciechowski
Muriel D. Wolf 

In memory of Richard N. Wolf, ‘50
Bob ‘92 & Tracy Wolford
Robert & Susan Wolford

John Wondergem
John & Patty Woodhouse

Robert C. Woodhouse, Jr., ‘72 
Laura Woolford

Eric & Kathy Wynsma
Chris & Janice Yates
Bruce C. Young, ‘74 

Sarah Youngs
Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey
Michael & Kathy Zago

Bryant & Marcia Zanko
Ben ‘94 & Meg ‘97 Zerfas

IT’S OUR TURN
TO BE PIONEERS.



1939
Edward Ellis, Jr.

1942
Jack Kennedy 

1943
Robert Chance
Louis Wickman 

1945
Jacqueline (Verbrugge) Nugent 

1946
Robert Schmidt 

1947
Paul Baughman

Marilyn (Johnson) Currier
Patricia (Craven) Fisher

1948
Robert Allaben
Michael Griffi  n

John Wall
1949

Susan (Craig) Coons Slawson
Mary (Curley) McDougal

1950
Jack Landman

Sally (Dorenbush) Miner 
1951

Sylvia (Alexander) Logan
Marian (Whittier) Dowling

1954
Marilyn (Mehney) Law

1956
R. Dale Berger, Jr.

1957
William Shade 

1958
James Thompson 

1959
Barbara (Birdsall) Friend 

1960
Michael Griffi  n

Dennis Spooner 
1964

John Little 
1965

Peter Appleyard
Peter Pursley

Robert Coveart
James Glessner, III
Candice Schaubel 

1966
Timothy Conway
Robert Griswold 

1967
Maureen Cadey

Deborah Clark
1972

David Dunning 
1973

David Edwards
1974

James Spangler
Joel Swets

James Webb
 

1975
Allison King 

1976
Mark Wigert 

1977
Bruce Johnson

Tobin McCarthy 
1980

Gail Emmert 
1981

Peter Weiblen, Jr.
1982

Pamela Boland
1987

Elaine (Sellas) Milnes
1988

Christopher Zank 
2000

Beau McDonald
Brian Peak

 
2004

Elaine Christensen
Laura (Meyer) Ewert

 
2005

Nicholas Dean
 

2007
Alyssa Mracna

2010
Kyree Holman

Former EGRPS Staff 
George Barcheski
Charles Bertsch
Donna Cullen
Steve Estes
James Fugitt
Joanne Gandee
Margaret (Gill) Jack
Winifred Mulder
Harvin Reinink
Stanley Romanowski
John “Jack” Shackelford
Yvonne Spring
Thomas Stubbs 

ALUMNI NEWS | In Remembrance
We extend our deepest condolences to the 
families and friends of the following alumni 
and former EGRPS staff  who died since our 
last publication. They will be greatly missed.

We apologize for any 
errors or omissions.
Please help us stay 
informed by calling
us at (616) 235-3535
or emailing to
egrsf@egrps.org.
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CLASS OF 2018 | GRADUATION DAY

1988
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Last year was the busiest year ever for the East Grand 
Rapids Alumni Association, with reunions, online 
alumni profi les, the Pioneer Post Alumni Newsletter, 
Class News on our website, the Distinguished Alumni 
Awards Dinner, and Homecoming.

This year is already off  to an active start. In March, 
Alumni Relations Coordinator Maria Allen joined 
alumni Lynne (Boyles) Marino and Kelly Davis in 
organizing an Alumni Happy Hour in Jupiter, Florida. 
The fi rst-of-its-kind event gave Pioneers who live 
in southeast Florida—and some who were there 
soaking up the sun—a chance to reconnect and 
share memories of their time in East. 

The event was such a success that now the Alumni 
Association is looking for where to hold its next 
Alumni Happy Hour. Chicago? Denver? New York? 
San Francisco? LA? How about up north in Michigan 
in the summertime? If you’d like to connect with East 
alumni in your neck of the woods, contact Maria at 
mallen@egrps.org. Watch for details of our next 
event on Facebook and egrsf.org.

There are also six class reunions scheduled for 2019, 
with more on the way!

Homecoming this fall will be another chance to 
catch up with old friends and meet new ones. On 
Friday, September 27, there will be an Alumni Tent 
at the football game with games, refreshments, 
East swag, and lots more. Join us!

Want to see more event photos? Visit egrsf.org/alumni

ALUMNI NEWS | Reunions

16

ALWAYS
PIONEERS

1959 (9/27-28)
1964 (9/6-7)
1969 (7/25-27)

1979 (6/14-15)
1984 (9/27-28)
1989 (7/27) 

PIONEERS

1968

1978
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GEORGE BARCHESKI
Former EGRHS Teacher & Coach
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77
Frank & Nancy Letherby
Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen

DALE BERGER, ‘56
Dora Grover, ‘56
Lynn Gregory, ‘56
 Marty & Sue ‘56 Allen
Twink Frey, ‘56

CHARLES “CHUCK” BERTSCH
Former EGRPS Teacher
Frank & Nancy Letherby

WILL GAY BOTTJE, ‘43
Tom ‘71 & Vicki ‘70 Kimball

JOHN CANEPA
David Smith ‘63 & Peggy Child ‘64

DONNA CULLEN
Former EGRHS Teacher
Ginny Wanty ‘73 & Tom Wanty ‘77

DENISE M. DELANO, ‘85
Dennis ‘91 & Merritt DeLano-Taylor

KAI FITZ
Rick & Laura Keye

RALPH GARLICK
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

RUTH MARLEA BLOCK HOLMES
Barbara Cone

BRUCE JOHNSON, ‘77
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

ROBERT “MR. K.” KOWALEWSKI
Steve & Lynne Barnhart
Kathryn Braun
Timothy Braun
Dennis & Jennifer Bruce
Mike Cary & Marge Loughrin
Rosemary, Peter & Tim ‘84 Cary
Chris & Rona Caswell
Mary Cook
Dennis Craun
Brooke Crosley
Glenda Draves
Robert & Linda ‘65 Dudley
Margie Duiven
Henry Dunnick
Art & Marilyn Emery
Happy Fox, ‘63
Tom & Kathy Goering
Robert Goodrich, ‘58
Conrad & Kathryn Harenda
Susan Harris
Tom & Janice Heck
Bill & Carolyn Hineline
Mike & Sue Keil
Harold & Jean Koorndyk
Rob & Julie Kowalewski
Thomas & Judith Lammers
Scott & Maggie Lancaster
Dale & Shirley Lausch-River City Foods
Glenn LeMieux & Jenn Neumann

Doug & Stacey Maas
Roger & Gerri Magill
The Malewitz Family

Ruth Anne Marvin
Anne M. Mervenne

Mark Miller & Lynn Wilton
Mission Restaurant Group

Jayne Mitchell
David Morgenstern

Robert & Sandra Muraski
Jack Nichols

Howard & Stacy Paul
Anthony & Kori Quinn

Matt & Sue Reno
Leshia Roman

Jeff & Pam Rush
David Russell

Lynn Serenson
Vann & Sharyl Smith

Peter & Amy Stuursma, ‘89
Sysco Grand Rapids

Jeff & Maurine Taylor
Dan & Bev Tencate

Pete Vis ‘82 & Family
William & Donna Vogel

Michael & Bethany Warber
Mark & Allison ‘89 White

Mike & Colleen Wolfe
Mike & Sharon Zajac

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | Memorial Gifts

WADE MACKAY, ‘77
Tom Ainsworth, ‘77

KATHERINE MCALEENAN, ‘48
Robert Israels

SALLY MINER, ‘50
Happy Fox, ‘63

John Kolzara
Jean Swaney, ‘51

ELAINE MERRILL MITCHELL
Barbara Cone

WINIFRED MULDER
Former EGRPS Elementary Teacher

Barbara Cone

HARVIN REININK
Former Lakeside Elementary Teacher
Barbara Cone & Michael Cone ‘82

STEVE SALTSMAN, ‘87
Barbara Cone

Michael & Carole McDonald

DALE SPRIK
Barbara Cone
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2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | 2018 Sip & Support Sponsors

$2,500
Anonymous
Brightformat
Central Michigan Paper Co.
Lacks Enterprises, Inc.
Meijer
Northern Trust
$1,500
Scott & Natalie Bernecker
Rob & Julie Kowalewski
Joe & Katy Levan
The Malewitz Family
Norris, Perné & French LLP
Russ & Chris Visner 

$500
David & Mary Kay Berles
Bob & Val Bernecker
Martin & Catherine Blagdurn
Tom & Alexis Boyden
Christopherson Orthodontics
Dave & Nancy Cook
Erik Daly & Jessica Bloom
Brad & Kim Ditmar
Brian & JoAnn Ellis
Michael & Jenny Fee
Joel & Shannon Iakiri
Keil Lasik Vision Center
Krupp Law Offices PC
Lacks Enterprises, Inc.
Suzie MacKeigan
The Marx Family
Brian & Megan Miller

Matthew & Jill Miller & Family
John Preston & Melissa VanderZyden

Reagan Marketing + Design, LLC
The Reid Family &

Channel Chemical Corporation
Matt & Diana Schad

Brian Schwartz & Elizabeth Welch
Phil & Beth Skaggs

Brian & Amy Steketee
Will & Kelli Templeton

Nick & Amy Thole
John Titley & Hilary Garon

Valleau, VanDeven & Massie
Dentistry for Children

Chris VandenBerg & Betsy Neubig
Bryan & Angie Walters

Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey Zagel
Jack & Jennifer Zinser

SUPPORTERS
Matt & Alyssa Albers

Ren & Cj Brander
Jay & Julie Forstner

Matt & Katie McIntosh
Jack Nichols

John & Judy Schneider

GASLIGHT VILLAGE PARTNERS
About Face of Grand Rapids

Blackbird East
City of East Grand Rapids

Crazy Charlie’s
Great Clips for Hair

Jersey Junction
José Babushka’s

Kent District Library - EGR Branch
Kilwins

Lolë Grand Rapids
Olive’s Restaurant & Bar
Osta’s Lebanese Cuisine

Rose’s Express
Rose’s on Reeds Lake

Wok & Mortar

After ten years of the annual spring Hurrah! fundraiser, we switched things up in 2018 
with the first-ever Sip&Support. The party was in the EGR Community Center and it was 
truly a celebration of the partnership between our schools, our city, Gaslight businesses 
and our community as a whole. Leading up to the event, supporters dined and shopped 
at Gaslight businesses, many of whom donated a portion of their proceeds to the Foundation. 
Troll for Trout provided live music for the event, where hundreds of guests caught up 
with old friends and made new ones. The party kept going well after the time it was 
supposed to end, with the band keeping everyone on their feet until it finally was time to 
call it a night. The first Sip&Support was a tremendous success, and we couldn’t have 
done it without our generous sponsors. Thank you!

A COMMUNITY
OF PIONEERS

2018 SIP & SUPPORT 
VIP PRE-PARTY



For more infomation visit us online at egrsf.org 21

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | Community Service & Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner
The Foundation held the 11th Community Service and Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner Thursday, November 1, 
2018 at Thousand Oaks Golf Club. Before the two honorees spoke, guests were treated to a delicious dinner, 
an uplifting performance by middle school and high school singers, and a short video introducing the Foundation’s 
Now&Forever campaign. 

Two people are honored at the dinner every other year, one for Community Service and one as a Distinguished Alumni. 
The Community Service honoree does not need to be an East Grand Rapids alumni. To nominate someone for either 
award, please contact the Foundation at (616)235-3535 or egrsf@egrps.org.

Ronda Auto Centers
SalesPad, LLC

$2,000
BISSELL Inc.

Dave & Linda Mehney
Miller Johnson Attorneys

$750
Tony & Gwen Barnes

David & Mary Kay Berles
Dan & Linda Conway
Dave & Nancy Cook
Dustin & Jill Daniels

K3 Neuroscience Optimized Wellness
Chris & Susie Krupp / Chris & Michelle Rabideau

The Lovell & Turner Families

Elizabeth Welch ‘88 has spent 
most of her adult life advocating 
for public education. She has fought 
against cuts to school funding 
and advocated for our students 
and schools as both a Trustee of 
the East Grand Rapids Board of 
Education and a concerned parent. 

Dr. Henry “Fritz” Schaefer ‘62 
received his B.S. in chemical 
physics from MIT and his Ph.D. 
from Stanford. For more than 
30 years, he has been one of the 
most highly cited scientists in the 
world. He is the author of more 
than 1,500 scientific publications, 
and he’s been listed by The Best 
Schools as one of “Seven Chemists 
who Deserve a Nobel Prize.”

Bill & Melissa Marsh
Ted & Susie Schaefer

Chris VandenBerg & Betsy 
Neubig

$250
Nicholas & Laurel Abraham
Max & Becky Barnes
Bob & Val Bernecker
Scott & Natalie Bernecker
Tom & Alexis Boyden
Jack & Mary Lou Campbell
Erik Daly & Jessica Bloom
The Darooge Family
Brad & Kim Ditmar
Brian & JoAnn Ellis
Jason & Emily Fill

Bert Froysland
Andre & Kristen Gauri
John Hunting
Joel & Shannon Iakiri

Graham & Sara Irwin
Win & Kyle Irwin 
Level One Bank

M.C. Smith & Associates, Inc.
Meg & Sommer Real Estate Team

Bob & Beth Milanowski
Matthew & Jill Miller

Tom & Diane Northway
John Preston & Melissa VanderZyden

Mike & Trish Reid
Revolution Farms

David Smith & Peggy Child
Rich & Abby Sorota

Reagan Marketing + Design

$1,500
Marty & Sue Allen

The Breton Group, Inc. 
Friends of EGR Schools Foundation

Meijer
Norris, Perné & French LLP

The Secchia Family
Brian Schwartz & Elizabeth Welch

Varnum LLP

Michael & Lisbeth Votruba
Chris & Janice Yates

Chad Zagel & Ellie Frey Zagel

SUPPORTERS
Michael & Jenny Fee
Gene & Tubie Gilmore
Lynn Gregory
Michael & Roberta Jacobson
Chuck & Carol Jennings
Tom & Margy Jones
Kilwins

PIONEER
PRIDE

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | 2018 Gerken Open Supporters
Every spring, the EGR Team Boosters and the Foundation join together for the 
Gerken Open at Thousand Oaks Golf Club. The Gerken Open supports the Boosters 
and the Jimmy Gerken Fund, which was established to remember Jimmy and ensure 
that athletics and co-curriculars—the activities Jimmy loved most—remain an integral 
part of our students’ education. The Jimmy Gerken Fund also pays for student activities 
during Kabookie Week, keeping Jimmy’s memory alive while encouraging students to 
continue to experience personal excellence, just as Jimmy would have wanted. 

$1,200
Anonymous
Scott & Natalie Bernecker
Hoekstra Transportation, Inc.
Lacks Enterprises, Inc.
Miller Johnson Attorneys
The Starck & Wolford Families
Swaney Sales
Two Men And A Truck/GR North

$600
Design Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc.
Greenridge Realty
HNI Risk Services
Honor Construction, Inc.
Iserv
Metro Health-University of Michigan Health 
Cancer Center
Web Traffic Partners

$200
Argus Financial Consultants - Tim Sullivan
David & Mary Kay Berles
Jane Boeschenstein, DDS
GLT Packaging
Grand Rapids Label Co.
Johnny Mac’s Sporting Goods
Modern Roofing, Inc.
Nanoplas, Inc.
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PIONEER
SPIRIT

Thank you to all our 2018 sponsors!
The 2019 Gerken Open will be 
Wednesday, June 12, and it promises 
to be the best one yet. Register online 
to play or be a sponsor of the event 
at egrsf.org.



For more infomation visit us online at egrsf.org

CLASS OF 1958 | $3,310
Mary Montgelas Birkenstein
Carla Duemler Blandford
Susan Attwood Boughan
Bill Buchanan
Dan Conway
Peter Foy
Valerie Thede Gwyn
Martin M. Hale
In honor of Phil Leech, ‘58
William Herrick
Spencer Holmes
Ruth Teggelaar Koeze
Steve Larned
Scott Maentz
Jane Chandler Norris
James Peterson
Kathleen Runchey Saettler
David Seeber
Kathleen Bennett Tonkel
Carol Fisher Walter
Jerry L. Weiner
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2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | Jimmy Gerken Award of Appreciation & Thanks
These awards honor coaches who have made powerful, positive differences in the lives of our Pioneer 
student athletes. Anyone can recognize a coach or coaches for the award.

Jason Christopherson & Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Malewitz Family
Chris LaMange & Staff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Malewitz Family
Casey Longo & Staff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Malewitz Family
Courtney Vande Wege  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Malewitz Family

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | Class Reunion Gifts 
Reunion gifts are a great way for East alumni to give back to the schools and community that gave 
them their start. Different classes plan their gifts in different ways. We can help figure out the best way 
for your class to organize its gift. Every gift is appreciated, and you can decide the best way to do it for 
your group. Thank you for supporting the schools that helped make you who you are!

CLASS OF 1971 | $200

CLASS OF 1978 | $1,900
In memory of deceased classmates

Joan Welsh Cohen
 Karen Weir Eychaner

 James Fuger
Curtis Gano

Michael Hagan
Armen Kassouni

Chris Lynch
Ann Schwartz Marks
Lori Smith Meyers
Maureen Ellis Tyler

Lazaro Vega
Julie Dooge Waite

Laura Young

CLASS OF 1988 | $547
Barbara Bergstrom

Jim Berles
Jonathan Bromberg

Jill Tanke Davis
Brad Ditmar

Traci Mertz Douglas
Shea Emerick

Susan Boonstra Farmer
Chris Frick

Mark Manion
Lucinda McKinnon

Andrew Palmer
Elizabeth Welch

GRANT HIGHLIGHT
LEVELED CLASSROOM
LIBRARIES
They’re just books, right? They’ve been 
around forever. Nothing exciting about 
them. So how do you explain the looks 
on kids’ faces when they get new, 
different, just-for-them books every
day from the Leveled Classroom
Libraries the Foundation funded in all 
our elementary schools? Sure, there are 
more than eleven thousand of them, 
but they’re just books, right? What’s in 
them? Stories. Facts. Imagination. 
Knowledge. And, from the looks on the 
kids’ faces, joy. 

Jan Aardema  . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Andrea Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Deanna Allchin . . . . . . The Noordeloos Family
Michael Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Joy Baranoski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Emma Battle  . . . . . . . . . Josie Parent & Family
Kaelynn Benham . . . . . . . . . . . Mollie Brandstadt
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Miller Family
Jenny Bergstrom  . . . . . . . Evie Parent & Family
Emilee Bilski . . . . . . . . . Daphna Marx & Family
Meredith Bonner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
James Borst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Marsh Family
Shannon Brady  . . . . . . . . .Meredith Wiseman
Steven Brinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Sandy Brooks  . . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Dan Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . Cameron Brandstadt
Holly Brownley  . . . . . . . . . . . . Porter DeLiefde
John Burke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James Papp
Harry Coffill  . . . . . . . . . . Cameron Brandstadt
Michelle Day  . . . . . Gary & Mary Sue Barnes
Peri denDulk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Marin Family
Kim Doele  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Michael Dykstra  . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Tim Farmer  . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Sorota & Family
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Jill Fouch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Larry Frazier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Kelly Froehlich . . . . . . . . . . .The Edleman Family
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Sorota Family
Christy Gast . . . . . . . . . Daphna Marx & Family

Erin Grin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dash Marin
Hillary Hausch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dash Marin
Amanda Hicks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
High School Office Staff . . . The Malewitz Family
Beth Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Mary Hillyard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Papp
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Adam Horos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Erika Iannuzzi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Gerri Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lexi Wiseman
Lori Johnston & Staff . . . .The Malewitz Family
Tim Johnston & Staff  . . . .The Malewitz Family
Holly Lampen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Edleman Family
Lindsey Lantz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Katherine Larson . . . . . . . .The Edleman Family
Kristen Lecours . . . . . . . . . . . .Mollie Brandstadt,
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Porter DeLiefde
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Katie McIntosh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ella Wiseman
Socorro Mercado-Blackport 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Sorota & Family
Megan Miller  . . . . . . . . . . .The Edleman Family
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dan & VIrginia Miller
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Sorota Family
Elizabeth Miller-Wallau  . . . . . . . . Lauren Papp
Scott Mitton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ella Wiseman
Jenny Moo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annabelle Mellish
Whitney Moore  . . . . . . . . . . Madaket DeLiefde
Tom Morris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Sorota Family

2018 DONOR ROLL CALL | Appreciation Star Award Sponsors
Gifts to the Foundation were made to honor stars in our school community. Below is the list of gifts made during 2018 recognizing a special 
teacher, staff member or school employee. Thank you to the many contributors and to the many outstanding staff members who make East 
Grand Rapids Public Schools a great place to learn!
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Bonnie Noorman  . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
John Nowak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Lippert Family
Mark Pullen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellie Brandstadt
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ella Wiseman
Matthew Putnam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dash Marin
Cheryl Radecki  . . . . . . Max Mitchell & Family
Meg Richards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ella Wiseman
Linda Sawade  . . . . . . . . . .The Edleman Family
Brett Scheidel  . . . . . . . . . . . . Mollie Brandstadt
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Annie Schmieder . . . . . . . . . . The Marin Family
Shelly Schram  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Danielle Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Jill Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James Papp
Dale Streeter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Miller Family
Amy Stuursma
& Foundation Staff  . . . . .The Malewitz Family
Winona Tinholt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ace Marin
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Noordeloos Family
Bruce Towne  . . . . . . . . . . . .The Malewitz Family
Anna Tyrer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annabelle Mellish
Kevin Vance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Melissa VanderZyden  . . . . . . The Marin Family 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Noordeloos Family
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Sorota Family
Breanna Wagenmaker  . . . . . The Marin Family
Mark Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James Papp
William Westers  . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Connor
Laura Woolford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
Sarah Youngs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sam Connor
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Support Team Boosters & Jimmy Gerken Fund
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 | Thousand Oaks Golf Club
It’s time to think green. Golf greens, that is. The 18th Annual Gerken Open is sure 
to fill up, so reserve your spot today! Go to egrsf.org to register as an individual, 
foursome, or sponsor of the event. 

Golf Registration | Casual Lunch & Auction | 11:30am
Shotgun Start | 1pm
Outdoor Happy Hour | Appetizers, Awards, & Auction | 5:30-8pm 

UPCOMING EVENT

Be part of this historic effort. BE A PIONEER.
Go to egrsf.org to make your pledge by May 31.

$5.5 MILLION RAISED. $900,000 TO GO.


